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A Classical Curriculum: (See Pages 16-17, 20-21) 
Our curriculum is designed in the light of the classical principle that the goal of education is to teach children 
how to think; to help them learn the art of learning. The tools of learning, through which children learn the 
art of learning, are acquired by concentrating, at each stage of intellectual formation, on the areas of devel-
opment that are appropriate to that stage. Mother of Divine Grace School’s curriculum is available to anyone 
through Laura Berquist’s syllabi. The syllabi contain detailed daily lesson plans, paper topics, comprehension 
questions, tests and quizzes, rubrics, grading charts, book lists and a variety of other resources. 
 

A fully accredited, tried-and-tested, PreK-12 school: (See Page 8) 
Mother of Divine Grace offers a full service program, allowing families to:  
 Enroll their children in an accredited school that provides transcripts and diplomas; 
 Work with an Educational Consultant who will help them individualize the curriculum to match their chil-

dren’s needs.  
 

Tutoring with an experienced teacher: (See Page 11) 
Mother of Divine Grace offers support for students in all academic course areas. In our Teacher Services   
Program students work one-on-one with a teacher who will: 
 Discuss texts and assignments with the student by phone and e-mail; 
 Explain problem concepts and provide tips on how to improve work; 
 Review and grade all papers and selected additional assignments. 
 

All the benefits of a classroom setting, at home: (See Page 10) 

Mother of Divine Grace offers students the opportunity to learn alongside their peers in a classroom setting. 
In the Learning Support Program, students will have the opportunity to:    
 Discuss material in class and ask questions; 
 Learn from, and have work graded by, an experienced teacher; 
 Get together with other students around the country to discuss common interests & develop friendships. 
 

Help for Students with Special Needs: (See page 9)  

Mother of Divine Grace School offers a Special Services Program to students with special needs. This option 
allows families to have a qualified special services consultant help them tailor the program to a child with 
special needs. 

What We Offer 

 

Mother of Divine Grace School is a Catholic, private school, serving families through distance education. 
We are committed to providing families with a classical education for their students. Our program:  
 
 Teaches the Child How to Think 
 Follows the Child's Natural Stages of Learning 
 Tailors the Curriculum to the Child 
 Supports the Spiritual Formation of the Child 
 Allows Parents to Play an Integral Role in their Child's Education 
 Is Accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
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A Call to Homeschool 
   

“In this day and age homeschooling is one of the great hopes for the future. Fr. Joseph Fessio, S.J. has compared its role to that 
of the monasteries in the so-called Dark Ages. They were dark, in certain ways, much as our time is dark. Civilization was 
crumbling. Uncivilized hordes were taking over previously civilized nations, and the moral code was being eroded. There were 
great saints and there were great movements in the Church during this time, just as there are now, but there was chaos in the 
culture and the monasteries were places where the truth was preserved, the moral order was recognized and lived by, and the 
love of God ruled. When we homeschool we have the opportunity to do likewise. We can pass on to our children the great truths 
of the Catholic Faith, the moral values that accompany those doctrines and we can model for them how one lives in the love of  
God.”  
            ~ Laura Berquist 
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An Introduction to MODG 
 

When I started teaching my children at home, more than 30 years ago, I knew I 
wanted to teach them how to think. I knew that it wasn’t enough to accumulate facts 
because facts alone won’t get you to truth. You have to know what to do with the 
facts, you have to know how to judge and order the facts, if they are going to help 
you. The children were going to need a formation that would enable them to make 
good intellectual judgments. I wasn’t, initially, clear about how to achieve that goal. 
So I experimented on my guinea pigs. 
 

My experiments, though, had a direction in addition to the general desire to give the 
children the tools of learning. I am a graduate of Thomas Aquinas College, in Santa 
Paula, CA, and my husband was a founder of the college. (www.thomasaquinas.edu) I 
wanted my children to be prepared for the education offered there. If they were well 
prepared for that education, I knew they would also be prepared for anything else 
they might desire to do. 

 

The education offered there is the education every educated person in Western Civilization once received, sometimes 
known as a liberal arts education. In this education the idea is to educate the man as man, whatever vocation he may 
pursue.  All of his faculties are used. He develops all the powers of his soul. 
 

In the classical curriculum the liberal arts studied include the Trivium: grammar, logic and rhetoric, and the 
Quadrivium: arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy. These are all presupposed to and ordered to philosophy and 
theology. In acquiring the arts of the Trivium and the Quadrivium the student cultivates these important areas of un-
derstanding. His intellect is strengthened and formed, enabling him to make good judgments. He becomes a free man 
(the 'liberal' in liberal arts comes from the Latin 'liberare' meaning to set free), able to direct his own life and the com-
mon life of the community. 
 

That is what my husband and I wanted for our children. My husband, however, who had been teaching in colleges for 
25 years before we were married, knew that such an education requires the right preparation. There is a tendency to 
think that the way to achieve every good is simply to practice it. If you want to skate well, practice skating. If you want 
to cook well, practice cooking. This is true, but you can’t practice it until there are certain foundational tools in place. If 
you can’t keep your balance, you won’t be able to skate well. In fact, you won’t even be able to practice skating. If you 
haven’t tasted the various foods, can’t read, or use measuring utensils, you can’t really practice cooking. Though it is 
true that the way to improve reading skills is by reading, before one can do that he must know how to read. Similarly, 
there are skills one must develop before he can do the classical curriculum in its fullness well. 
 

So we worked on a curriculum that would prepare the children to do the fullness of the classical curriculum at the right 
time. We worked on developing the imagination, giving the beginning of every one of the liberal arts and sciences (as I 
describe more fully later on in this brochure – elsewhere on the website), and specifically teaching the children how to 
think, that is, how to order and make judgments about the information they receive. 
 

When I was first thinking about this, I read Dorothy Sayers’ essay, “The Lost Tools of Learning”. Much of what she said 
resonated with me. She was not an educator, and she acknowledges that in her essay. But she was a smart and obser-
vant lady; she knew that the educated person needs to not only learn, but know how to learn, so that he can learn 
what is necessary any time it is desirable. She knew that education is ordered to truth, and that to arrive at truth one 
needs more than facts. One needs principles in the light of which he can make judgments. He needs to judge the con-
formity of the facts he learns to the reality outside. That is what truth is, a conformity of the intellect with reality. Such 
a person will be an independent learner and thinker, and we live in a time when we have to be able to resist collective 
thinking. We want to order our lives to the truth, specifically the eternal Truth, not to what is popular. 
 

When I first read Dorothy Sayers’ essay, I knew from internal experience and education that she was right. It fit with 
what I had learned in my own education at Thomas Aquinas College. But I didn’t know exactly what it meant in terms 
of day to day teaching. Also, Miss Sayers spoke of stages of intellectual formation. She called them the Grammatical, 
Dialectical and Rhetorical stages, and said these stages were characterized by certain natural inclinations to action in 

Laura M. Berquist 
Founder and Director 



5 

 

the children. She chose those names for them because she saw a likeness between what children naturally wanted to 
do, and the method of the classical Trivium. Since what I was familiar with was the subjects of the classical Trivium, I 
wasn’t sure what she meant by that, but I noted it as an interesting idea. 
 

Then, for ten years, keeping in mind the classical curriculum I wanted to prepare my children to do, and the fact that I 
wanted them to learn how to think, to obtain the tools of learning that would help them all their lives and teach them 
how to make judgments, I experimented with curriculum. 
 

At that point I returned to “The Lost Tools of Learning”. I was more than ever in agreement with the notion that we 
wanted to teach our children how to think. I had seen, first hand, that thinking can be done well or badly and one can 
be taught to do it well. I also saw that there are steps in learning. Small children cannot analyze in the same way older 
children can. I needed to change the type of assignments as the children grew. When I reread the essay I realized that I 
now knew, from experience, what Miss Sayers was calling the stages for intellectual formation. 
 

It is essential in teaching that the student do what is appropriate at each period of learning. He should memorize, se-
quence and observe at the “primary” and “grammatical” stage. This strengthens and makes docile his imagination, so 
that in the next stage of learning, the analytical (sometimes called the logical or dialectical), he will have the help of a 
trained imagination in following and constructing arguments. In turn, it is essential to this education that when the stu-
dent is capable of grasping and marshaling arguments, he should practice doing so (7th through 9th grade – the desire 
for argument is often noticeable!). If he does, then the last stage, the rhetorical, can be given to articulating those ar-
guments elegantly, in the service of the truly noble. The student should, at these various stages, have the opportunity 
to consider much of the same material in a different light, based on his ability, interest, and level of formation. 
  

The reason that it is so important to keep the appropriate level of intellectual formation in mind is that if you ask your 
student to do something before he is ready, you will both be unhappy. There comes a time when the student is ready 
to analyze and then he should do so. But if you ask him to give you the main point in a paragraph or chapter or story 
when he is still working on sequencing and thus ready to retell the material, you are going to be disappointed and you 
may actually interfere in the proper formation of the student. 
 

The reason Miss Sayers named these stages from the subjects of the classical curriculum, is that they share with those 
subjects a method. Learning a language, and the grammar of language,  involves memorization, and observation. Logic 
involves analysis and careful reasoning. Rhetoric requires attention to the power of words. So while Miss Sayers was 
not suggesting that the student undertake the study of the liberal arts in their perfection, she was observing the chil-
dren are naturally good at different methods of learning at different times of their development. That’s true, and thus I 
incorporated her terminology in my explanations of the goal of the assignments at different grade levels.  
 

At the end of ten years I had basically the curriculum we now offer in Mother of Divine Grace School. That curriculum 
has been refined over the last 20 years, as I have worked with hundreds of other students. We now have syllabi for 
every course, with course objectives, teachers to assist students, group classes in nearly every middle school and high 
school subject. Each of these offerings has been developed in response to parent input. We love our MODG families, 
and want to help them in the way they want help. We truly believe that parents are the primary educators of their chil-
dren and they have the sacramental grace to know what is best for their children. We want to help you raise your chil-
dren in the Catholic culture of your home. We offer each family an individual consultant who will help the parents 
choose the best course of studies for each child, and help them implement those studies. She is always a mother who 
has used this curriculum successfully in her own home with her own family. We keep records for each student, and we 
help students with college applications. We want to help you and your children to succeed in your goals. 
 

Please look over our brochure, visit our website www.modg.org, and feel free to call our office with any questions.  
 
God bless you, 

 
Laura M. Berquist 
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Mother of Divine Grace School offers families a personalized and balanced program. Our pro-
gram has been proven to successfully provide a high standard of education, while guiding 
each student forward from his own level. Here are the reasons behind our success:   

 Our curriculum corresponds to the student’s natural stages of 
learning. This means our assignments make use of and perfect the 
skills the student is naturally developing. We recognize that these 
natural stages of learning correspond to the subjects of the classical 
Trivium: grammar, logic, and rhetoric. The whole of the Trivium is in-
tended to teach the tools of learning: methods of thinking, arguing, 
and expressing one's conclusions that can be applied to any subject. 
This recognition allows us to teach the classic tools of learning in ac-
cord with the student’s nature. (See pages 14-15 and 18-19 for more 

information on the stages of learning.) 
 
 We adhere to Classical Methodology in our lesson plans and curricula. Our syllabi are user-friendly, to 

the point, and time-tested. The books we use are selected because they are suited to the classical 
method. They are included in our curriculum only after extensive “trial runs” in real homes with busy par-
ents. The syllabi are efficient, providing quality over quantity. The assignments our syllabi include are ef-
fective at helping the student progress through the stages of intellectual formation. (See pages 16-17 & 
20-21 for a general explanation of the classical method, and pages 22-23 for an overview of the classical 
methodology in our curriculum.) 

 
 Our flexibility allows parents and consultants to work together to provide each student with appropri-

ate material. Our curriculum is very flexible within the classical method. The classical method is the 
measure of our curricula, and utilizing this method is the most 
important aspect of our program. We understand, however, that 
students have different learning styles, and progress at different 
speeds. Our consultants are trained to recognize the individual 
needs of our students and to help families tailor our curriculum 
within the classical method to meet these needs.  

 
 Mother of Divine Grace School recognizes the central role of 

parents in all student learning. We are committed to supporting 
parents in their role as the primary educators of their children by 
guiding their curriculum choices and providing training in the 
classical method of education.   

 

 We develop a personal relationship with each family. Each fam-
ily is paired with an Educational Consultant with whom they work 
throughout the years. A family can choose to switch consultants 
at the end of the year, but it is our goal to have the family and 
consultant develop a long-term relationship. This allows us to  

The Keys to Success: 

The Blue Heron By 

Joseph O – Grade 3  
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provide the family with the best possible 
service, and gives the family an advocate 
in our program. (See page 8 for more in-
formation.) 
 
 We have the same teacher work with 

a student over the course of the year. 
We are committed to providing our 
students with a regular grading system 
throughout the year, so their work is 
always graded by the same teacher in a 
particular subject. This teacher, aided 
by the parent, will set academic goals 
for the student and help them to 
achieve these goals. In order to facili-
tate this, we ask the student and teacher to discuss work via phone on a weekly, bi-monthly, or monthly 
basis. (See page 11 for more information.) 

 

 Our method, curriculum choices, and training are faithful to the understanding of education proposed 
by the Catholic Church. Through interdisciplinary studies, core requirements, and elective credits Mother 
of Divine Grace School students develop an awareness of themselves as members of a universal, Catholic 
community. 

 

“To be the primary educators of their children for eternal life is not easy for parents. It never 
has been since the dawn of Christianity. But in today’s world, intoxicated with its own pride, 
addicted to its own pleasures, indoctrinated in its own propaganda that only temporal life ex-
ists and eternal life is a mirage - to become parents of eternal life demands heroism.” 

~Fr. John Hardon, S.J. from “Parents as Primary Educators - Parents for Eternal Life” 
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Upon enrollment each family is paired with an Educational Consultant who:  

 Provides personalized assistance through three formal phone consultations per year, in which she re-
views student progress, suggests modifications, answers questions, and provides support. 

 Makes herself available by phone or e-mail throughout the year for other questions that may arise.  

 Assists in choosing curricula appropriate to individual student needs and talents. 

 Helps parents learn how to apply the classical method.  

 Evaluates particular student work assignments, utilizing our rubrics, and helps parents implement these 
rubrics in the home.  

Mother of Divine Grace School is committed to supporting parents in their role as the primary educators of 
their children by helping them with curriculum choices and training in the classical method of education. 
Through their consultants, our families receive the support and guidance they need to homeschool well. 

Our Educational Consultants are the heart of our program. Together they have well over 1000 combined 

years of distance education experience, they have used our program themselves, and they have gone 

through rigorous training.  

The Basic Program 

Each family who enrolls in the Basic Program receives the following services: 
 

 Assistance implementing a Catholic classical curriculum, adapting it to the specific family's needs and 
goals.  

 

 Practical tips on those general questions that every homeschooling mother has, such as how much time 
should be spent on school subjects, how to educate children in multiple grades effectively, etc.  

 

 Grading and evaluation of specific assignments.   

 

 Record keeping including semester report cards, health records (CA students), and transcripts that are   
maintained in our administrative office. Our high school transcript is accepted at 
any college in the United States.  
 

 Family Site access to online syllabi, resources, course catalog, and enroll-
ment booklet. See page 12 for more details.   

 

 College/Career Counseling throughout high school, including college recom-
mendations, personalized high school plan, test preparation recommendations, 
etc. 

  

 Private School Perks including I.D. cards, HSLDA family discount, diplomas, 
assessments, work permits, quarterly newsletter, and a list of enrolled families 
to assist you in networking with other committed homeschooling families. 

 

 Access to our Educational and Special Services advisors when needed and to 
our Teacher Services, Learning Support and Special Services Program.  
 

 Student Interaction through our online student forum, and access to our NHS Chapter for qualified stu-
dents.  
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The Special Services Program is a supplement to our Basic Program designed to help families who have chil-
dren with learning challenges. Enrolling your child in the Special Service  
Program provides: 
 
 Help implementing the classical method and adapting the curricula to the student's particular needs. 
 
 Ability for consultant to work closely with a special service consultant to provide a successful plan for 

your child. 
 
 Helpful tips and resources on homeschooling a child who struggles. (found on the family site) 
 
 More levels of service, if needed: Planning and Additional Consultation (see below). 
 
 Paper trail documenting accommodations and modifications. 
 
 Ability to meet with Sharon Hensley for a consultation at a reduced rate from her standard charge. 
 
Mother of Divine Grace School's consultants are homeschooling mothers who have broad experience work-
ing with children with many different special needs. They have received extensive training in our methodol-
ogy and the adaption of our curriculum and goals for the purpose of helping the struggling student achieve 
his goals. Special service consultants are also available to assist families as well as consultants when designing 
a curriculum. We have broad experience working with many learning challenges, behavioral issues, and emo-
tional issues. 
 
Pricing: Grades Pre-K–5: No Charge / Grades 6–12: $35 
 
For additional information, please see our public site: modg.org/programs/specialservices 
 
Note: Students in Special Services can participate (with the permission of the Educational Consultant) in 
Learning Support classes. We also work with families in special services to offer them appropriate modified 
courses in the Teacher Services Program if recommended by the consultant. Students can substitute Teacher 
Services for Learning Support grading if it is requested by the consultant. This is substituted for a fee, and the 
fee is at a reduced rate. We work with our families!  

All Students are Created Equal but Not Identical 
 

Our standard texts are chosen with great care and consideration. However, at MODG we understand that 
our students have different needs, abilities, and interests. For this reason, we strive to keep our curriculum 
as flexible as possible through course and text substitution, assignment revisions, elective credits, and by 
accepting course credits from other institutions. Your consultant will guide you through these choices and 
help you to make the right decisions for your family. Our general policy is to approve outside courses that do 
not contain anti-Catholic material and that meet our content standards for the grade level in question.  

Special Services Program 

https://modg.org/programs/specialservices
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A supplemental program to the Basic Program, students have the opportunity to learn alongside their peers in a class-
room setting (generally 8-12 students). Conducting weekly (in some cases, bi-weekly) classes in an online classroom, 
our experienced teachers provide quality instruction utilizing the discussion method. We offer enrichment classes for 
3rd-5th grade students, and we offer enrichment and full learning support classes for students 6th-12th. These classes 

provide students with: 

 Structure and Accountability — The weekly, scheduled class times require stu-
dents to prepare their assignments in a timely manner, while the presence of peers, 
teacher questions, and discussion opportunities encourage thorough studying.  
 

 Socialization — Students are able to connect with one another and form friend-
ships in a monitored environment, and in some courses, students continue to work 
together outside of class to prepare material for debates. The discussion of thought-
provoking material binds students together as they seek and obtain knowledge 
from one another and recognize their common interests. We have seen many 
strong and enriching friendships begin during these classes.  
 

 Academic Excellence — Classes help students to learn, understand, and retain 
the material in our standard courses more easily and completely. While all classes 

encourage discussion, some, such as history, religion and literature, center around discussion; others, 
such as math, science, Latin, grammar, and fine arts, utilize more of a lecture approach with ample oppor-
tunity for questions and, where applicable, working out problems on the virtual chalkboard.  

 

 Grading of Work — Classes include grading by a Learning Support Teacher or Grader. Learning Support 
grading is optional for religion and Teacher Services grading can be added for the middle school history 
enrichment classes. Also, Students who need additional one-on-one support with a personal instructor 
can add Teacher Services support or Lab support to a Learning Support class.  

 Life Skills — Learning Support Classes make time for deeper reflection and provide students with the op-
portunity to share opinions, discuss difficult questions, learn from the view points of others, and grow as 
a leader in the community fostered in class. Each student entering a class is expected to take seriously his 
commitment to the class, as diligence and participation on the part of the student are key components 
for an effective class.  

Learning Support Program 
Experience a Classroom Setting at Home 

"My daughter just adores her teacher and tells me and my eighth grader how much fun the classes are and 
how much she enjoys them. I love this option much more than the option of putting them in a high school 
for a class."  ~ Michelle, a MODG mom  

 
Our teachers have a good track record in leading class conversations. They view themselves as facilitators; 
the authors of the books themselves are the teachers. The purpose of our classes is twofold: to guide stu-
dents to the truth and to help students internalize key arguments through the spoken word. Although as a 
general rule students do not have personal one-on-one calls with their teachers outside of class, teachers are 
always available for questions. We offer this support in all areas (including fine arts) for high school and most 
areas for Grades 6-8, and in music and Latin for lower grades. Please see our course catalog for more infor-
mation. To participate in our Learning Support Program students must be enrolled in MODG. Placement is 
subject to availability. Your consultant is available to help you determine the services that will best suit your 
student.  
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The Teacher Services Program is a supplement to the Basic Program offered to students in Grades 6-12. In 
this program, the student works one-on-one with a teacher for the courses of his choice. The purpose of this 
program is to provide our families with the option to have their student work with a teacher in various key 
areas. The student and teacher schedule regular phone conversations in which they discuss upcoming, cur-
rent, and recently completed school assignments. The student and teacher also communicate via e-mail or 
phone for questions that may arise between scheduled phone conversations. The teacher is willing to work 
at the student’s pace, providing flexibility within the framework of the year (Sept.-June). The student sub-
mits completed assignments to his teacher who reviews and grades these assignments, providing feedback 
using the MODG subject rubrics. The teacher, taking into account the student's particular strengths and 
weaknesses, works in a step-by-step process to help him meet our academic goals. Your teacher will work 
with you and your family’s Educational Consultant to refine the program to your student’s particular needs. 
Students meet with their teacher monthly for assisted courses, twice monthly for directed courses, and 
weekly for enhanced directed courses. These services are available for most of our standard courses; please 
contact the office for more information. 

 

Girl Reading by Claire Y. - Grade 11 

Family Newsletter 
Mother of Divine Grace School offers an online newsletter available on our Family & Public sites. It 
includes articles about homeschooling written by our consultants, book reviews, project ideas, and 
other information.  

Teacher Services Program  
Personalized Tutoring for Grades 6th-12th 
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Family Site 

Families receive access to MODG’s family website upon enrollment. This family site provides 
preliminary information to get you started, as well as detailed support to help you throughout 
the year.  

On our family site you receive: 

Free online syllabi access. 

The ability to customize syllabi and personalize booklists. Download 
work for teacher review, and view graded work. Take quizzes and 
tests.  
 

The enrollment booklet, which includes: General Academic Policies, 
Overview of Services and Benefits, and Tips on How to Grade.  
 

Helpful resources, including Teaching Rubrics, “Guidelines For Writ-
ing Papers”, “Reasons We Use These Specific Texts”, book recordings, 
and booklists.  
 

Access to Our Bookstore. You will be able to link your family site ac-
count to your bookstore account to receive discounts. As an enrolled 
family, you receive 15% off certain books and 30% off paper syllabi.  
 

The College Handbook, which includes Preparing for College Tips (for 
Parents and Students), Testing Tips, and  College Recommendations.  
 

Our Course Catalog. After enrollment, you will be able to view all Learning Support classes and Teacher Ser-
vices options in our course catalog. After your planning consultation and enrollments open, you can sign up 
for either of these programs through the family site.  

 
With  the family site, you have quick and easy access to our resources, as well as to consultant, class, 

teacher, and assignment information.  

Spring on the Canal                      

by Gabrielle T. -Grade 11 
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Our Students 

MODG fosters a sense of school pride and community. There 
are many ways in which our students participate in school ac-
tivities and events.  
 

VOX 

VOX is the high school news site of Mother of Divine Grace School. It is 
run for MODG students by our Journalism and News Production stu-
dents! VOX features stories about fellow students, news that interests 
students, polls, and competitions!  With something to interest every-
one, VOX can be found at www.modgnews.com. Come check it out!  
 

The Pope Leo XIII Chapter of the NHS 

Mother of Divine Grace School is pleased to be able to offer a chapter of 
the National Honor Society to our wonderful families. The National Honor Society is one of the oldest and 
most prestigious organizations for high school excellence in the country; many students who are selected as 
members continue to display it on their resumes for their entire careers. The purpose of the organization, as 
laid out in its constitution, is “to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render service, to 
promote leadership, and to  develop character in the students of secondary schools.”  
 

Students are able to apply to the NHS at the end of the spring semester for the upcoming school year.    
Dates and further information are made available to families each year! For more details, see 
nhs.motherofdivinegrace.org 
 

ProBoards –Connecting With Other Students 

We want our students to have as much interaction as they need with their fellow students. In order to easily 
facilitate that, we have a ProBoards forum set up for them to meet other students and have great discussions 
about important questions in their minds. All enrolled students age 13 and over are able to join! Just go to 
www.modgclass.proboards.com. We ask that your student use the email address we have for them in the 
database to sign up, so that we are able to verify that they are indeed enrolled. We look forward to having 
great discussions together!  
 

Other Info 

Students who participate in the Learning Support classes get to know other students from around the coun-
try who share common interests. Students enrolled in our Basic Program are eligible to enter our Annual 
MODG Art Contest and to have their art displayed in our office, on our website, and in our materials. Latin 
students have the opportunity to participate in the National Latin Exam. All students are able to purchase 
clothing embroidered with our school logo from Lands’ End. Also, enrolled families will receive a family roster 
so that they can get in touch with other families in their area. (Families can request to be left off this roster.)  

If you have any questions, contact our Public Relations and Marketing Coordinator,                  

Chris Sebastian, at ccsebastian@modg.org 

 

mailto:ccsebastian@motherofdivinegrace.org
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The Primary Stage: (K-2nd) 

These first years are ordered to the acquisition of the skills necessary for further learning. Primarily, the focus 
is on the formation of the imagination. It is very important for students to have a good imagination because 
it will provide them with the images and order necessary to eventually produce an ordered chain of thought 
and cohesive arguments. The method our program uses at this level is intended to aid the mind in producing 
images, and to improve the quality of the images produced. This is done through observation, sequencing, 
and memorization: all the assignments in our K-2 grade syllabi are geared to form the student through these 
activities.  
 

A student in this stage should concentrate on learning to read well, and learning to write, both in terms of 
letter formation and powers of expression. The student spends time acquiring facility in addition and subtrac-
tion. If these things are learned well, all the rest of one’s school time will be much more profitable. Addition-
ally, time should be spent reading to your child during these years. If your kindergartner doesn’t learn to read 
this year, or even next year, it won’t finally make much difference in his life. But the saint stories, the tales of 
noble actions preformed by noble people, the fairy tales, with their clear divisions between good and bad, 
will make a lifelong difference. For this reason we have added book lists to the K-2 grade syllabi. 
 

The Grammatical Stage: (3rd-5th) 

The third grade is the beginning of the next stage of intellectual formation. In the classical curriculum this 
stage is called the Grammatical. Miss Sayers, in her essay The Lost Tools of Learning, calls it the “Poll-Parrot,” 
in which learning by heart is easy and, on the whole, pleasurable. “At this age, one readily memorizes the 
shapes and appearances of things; one likes to recite the number-plates of cars; one rejoices in the chanting 
of rhymes and the rumble and thunder of unintelligible polysyllables; one enjoys the mere accumulation of 
things.” Observation and memorization are still the focus of these scholastic years. In addition, an emphasis 
is placed on developing patterns of language, accomplished by using copying, dictation, conversation, usage 
exercises, and creative writing. Continuing to read aloud and encouraging sustained silent reading is also very 
important. All of these are pre-writing or writing activities. 

“...the saint stories, the tales of noble actions performed by noble people, the fairy tales, with their clear divi-
sions between good and bad, will make a lifelong difference.” -Dorothy Sayers, “The Lost Tools of Learning” 

“. . . one rejoices in the chanting of rhymes and the rumble and thunder of unintelligible polysyllables; one 
enjoys the mere accumulation of things.” - Dorothy Sayers, “The Lost Tools of Learning” 

The Intellectual Stages of Formation 

Kathleen M. - Grade 11 
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The Rhetorical Stage: (9th-12th)  

The Rhetorical Stage overlaps with the Dialectic on one end and the move-
ment to subjects as subjects on the other. It seems to be characterized in the 
student both by the discovery that he needs to know more, and a resulting 
interest in, and capacity for, acquiring information. The imagination is active; 
there is a new enjoyment of the poetical in literature, art and music. This 
combination of information and poetical interests gives the student an abil-
ity, which our curriculum fosters, to express himself in elegant and persua-
sive language. Miss Sayers, in her essay, says of students at this stage, “The 
doors of the storehouse of knowledge should now be thrown open for them 
to browse about as they will. The things once learned by rote will be seen in 
new contexts; the things once coldly analyzed can now be brought together 
to form a new synthesis; here and there a sudden insight will bring about 
that most exciting of all discoveries: the realization that a truism is true… Any 
child who already shows a disposition to specialize should be given his head: for, when the use of tools has 
been well and truly learned, it is available for any study whatever.” 

The Dialectical Stage: (6th-9th)  

In “The Lost Tools of Learning”, Dorothy Sayers says of this stage, “All events are food for such an appetite. 
An umpire’s decision; the degree to which one may transgress the spirit of a regulation without being 
trapped by the letter, on such questions as these, children are born causists and their natural propensity only 
needs to be developed and trained – and especially be brought into intelligible relationship with events in the 
grown-up world.” Since the children are now interested in argument, capitalize on their natural inclinations. 
Let them think about reasoning, how it is done and what works. The emphasis in each subject changes from 
memorization to analysis: learning to understand and produce an intellectual argument. It is a beginning of 
the study of Logic or Dialectic, not as one will study it in Aristotle’s Prior and Posterior Analytics, but prepar-
ing for that study. First the student must see clearly what is being said and why. Reasonable arguments for 
opposing positions can then be worked out and resolutions proposed, based on ethical and dogmatic princi-
ples. This will be done both in writing and in conversation. 

“ . . . children are born causists and their natural propensity only needs to be developed and trained.”  
        - Dorothy Sayers, “The Lost Tools of Learning” 

Work with Your Student’s Naturally Developing Skills: 
 

At MODG we recognize that students go through various stages of intellectual formation as they mature. 
Our curriculum is aligned with these stages to give students the opportunity to use and perfect the skills ap-
propriate to their stage of development.   
 

 Primary Stage: Focus on the formation of the imagination through observation, sequencing, and  
 memorization. 
 Grammatical Stage: Focus on observation, memorization, and developing patterns of language. 
 Dialectical Stage: Focus on analysis through conversation and writing. 
 Rhetorical Stage: Focus on elegant and persuasive argument.  

 “. . . here and there a sudden insight will bring about that most exciting of all discoveries: the realization 
that a truism is true…”* - Dorothy Sayers, “The Lost Tools of Learning” 
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The classical method is fundamental to Mother of Divine Grace School. It permeates every as-
pect of our program from the selection and application of texts to our interactions with par-
ents and students. This is a general explanation of the Methodology behind our program by 

our founder and principal, Laura Berquist.  
 
The end of education is wisdom. Man desires by nature to know, and that means we want to have not only 
the facts, but the reasons for the facts. We want to think about the highest things, the most noble, the most 
interesting in themselves. 
 
There are steps in such an education. One can't begin by studying the very highest things. One does not give 
their second grade student Summa Theologica of St. Thomas and expect that he will read and understand it. 
He needs to do some preliminary work. But that preliminary work is ordered to eventually understanding the 
very highest truths. 
 
Liberal education, which we also call classical education, is such an education. It begins in wonder and aims at 
wisdom. It involves the seven liberal arts: grammar, logic, rhetoric, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astron-
omy. It also includes the study of nature, the soul, ethics and politics, the highest created objects, and finally 
that to which all the others are ordered - theology, an understanding of the divine. Liberal education in its 
perfection is Catholic education, for it has the same end, identically, as the Catholic faith: the highest, best, 
and most perfect object, God. 
 
The education we give our children is intended to give them the beginning of the education every learned 
person in Western Civilization once received, a classical or liberal arts education. In such an education the 
idea is to educate the man as man, whatever vocation he may pursue. All of his faculties are used. He devel-
ops all the powers of his soul. His mind is formed, strengthened, and developed. 
 
Though all men think, thinking can be done well or badly, and one can be taught to do it well. In large meas-
ure, the role of the teacher of grade school and high school children is this: teaching children to think well. 
 
The training of the imagination, then, is one aspect of learning that our curriculum must take into account. 
Another consideration is that the student should do what is appropriate and natural to him at each period of 
learning. (Notice that these stages involve the imagination in different ways.) He should memorize, observe 
and sequence at the grammatical stage. (Continued on next page) 

An Explanation of the Classical Method 
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This strengthens and makes docile his imagination, so that in the next stage of learning, the analytical 
(sometimes called the logical or dialectical), he will have the help of a trained imagination in summarizing, 
analyzing, recognizing an argument, learning how to order material in an order of importance, and construct-
ing arguments. It is essential to this education that when the student is capable of grasping and marshaling 
arguments, he should practice doing this. (I have found that the 7th through 9th grader's desire for argument 
is often noticeable!) If he does, then the last stage, the rhetorical, can be given to articulating those argu-
ments elegantly, in the service of the truly noble. At this stage he will work on presentation of a position, pol-
ishing arguments, and putting together coherent thoughts on a subject quickly and accurately. The student 
should, at these various stages, have the opportunity to consider much of the same material in a different 
light, based on his ability, interest, and level of formation. 

 
 
 
The preceding explanation of our curriculum is a general one. There is an-
other level of consideration, where this general understanding of the right 
kind of education is expressed in specific formation goals, and then a further 
level where particular texts are chosen, and used in such a way as to accom-
plish those formation goals. 
 
There are four kinds of formation goals involved at every level of Mother of 
Divine Grace assignments: the method, the content, the later formation to 
which the method is ordered, and the later knowledge to which the content 
is ordered. 
 
Read more about our method & content at www.modg.org. Mary F. - Grade 11 

Building the Foundation: 
 

“It is the disposing formation that occupies our attention as homeschooling parents. This for-
mation, because it is a preparation for a classical education, can in an extended sense be said 
to be classical education...both because it leads to such an education and because it employs 
the method of such an education. It is this beginning of a classical education that we should 
keep in mind as we design our children's course of studies.”  

~ Laura Berquist, Designing Your Own Classical Curriculum 

More than Latin and ancient authors . . . 
 

“Classical education” refers to the method used to guide the student to knowledge. Not only is 
the method different from our modern approach to education, the goal is no longer the accumu-
lation of facts, but to learn the art of learning.        

~Laura Berquist, Designing Your Own Classical Curriculum 
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I knew that in my home school I wanted classical education, as I wanted my children to have the great good I 
had been given at Thomas Aquinas College.  The program at TAC was started by those with great experience, 
graduates of Laval University, taught in the Aristotelian, Thomistic tradition. They had been involved in the 
integrated program at St. Mary’s [College] in Moraga, CA, and some of them had also, additionally, worked in 
the honors program at Santa Clara University, in Santa Clara, CA.  
 

My husband was involved in all of those enterprises. He had a wealth of knowledge about classical education 
in its fullness and a great deal of experience in seeing which backgrounds best prepared children to under-
take this kind of education.  We profited from that experience in our homeschool, though not as much as one 
might hope, originally, due largely to me. I always wanted to move my children on to what I regarded as the 
exciting stuff. 

I love analysis, and that is what I wanted them to do. I remember I would say, “So, honey, what is the main 
point of this story?” to my fourth grader, and she would look at me and say, “Well, mom, first this happens 
and then this happens, and then this…”  I would say, “Yes, yes, that’s true, but what is the author trying to tell 
us in that sequence of events, dear?”  My little girl  would look at me and say, again, “Um, at the beginning 
there is a girl who…” I thought to myself, “Poor child, what is she going to do with her life? She can’t think!”  
 

Then at about sixth grade, when my child said, spontaneously, “Mom, don’t you think this story is pushing a 
point of view?” I thought, “See what a good teacher can do, if she just persists.” I didn’t understand the 
stages of intellectual formation as I now do. It wasn’t until the third child did the same thing at the same age 
that I realized it wasn’t me, it was them. Just as there are stages in physical formation (children learn to reach 
toward an object before they can use a pincher movement to pick it up), there are stages in intellectual for-
mation. Skill in sequencing is necessary for learning how to order thoughts. One has to be adept at a chrono-
logical order of first, second and third, and beginning, middle and end, before he is able to order according to 
importance, or analyze a  whole in the light of one principle. 

 

This information about the stages of formation is 
important in effective and efficient homeschooling, 
because while some materials are more effective 
than others, none will be effective if they are not 
used properly, in the way the child is naturally in-
clined at his particular stage of formation.  
 

There is a concrete example of the inefficiency of 
doing something children are not ready to do, in 
Ruth Beechik’s book, You Can Teach Your Child Suc-
cessfully. Two groups of children were tracked for 
four years. The first group concentrated on learn-
ing to read in kindergarten. That was the primary 
focus of their time in the classroom. The second 

From Laura Berquist 
Teach Your Child What He is Able to Learn 

“. . .while some materials are more effective than others, none will be effective if they are not 
used properly, in the way the child is naturally inclined at his particular stage of formation.” 
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group had no reading instruction at all in kindergar-
ten.  There was an alphabet strip around the wall of 
the classroom, but no mention was made of it. These 
children did not learn the sounds or names of the let-
ters. The primary focus of the instruction of this group 
was hands-on projects. They planted beans and 
watched them come up. They took long walks and ob-
served nature. At the end of the year the two groups 
were tested. Of course the first group did better, be-
cause they could read the questions on the test. For 
the next three years these children were kept to-
gether in their respective groups. They were, from this 
point on, instructed in much the same way. At the end 
of first grade the ‘reading’ group was still ahead of the 
other group on their standardized tests. At the end of 
second grade, however, they were at parity. And at 
the end of third grade the ‘non-reading’ group had 
pulled significantly ahead.  
 

This story illustrates two things. The first is that we 
should concentrate on what children are ready to do 
at any given point. The ‘non-reading’ group spent their 
kindergarten year sharpening their observational skills, which is what they were ready to concentrate on. It 
wasn’t that they couldn’t have learned to read, it was that learning to read at that point would have taken so 
much of their time that they wouldn’t also work on the skills more appropriate to their level. Since they 
worked on those skills at the right time, they were in fact ahead of the game in the long run. This is very im-
portant for the mother of many children to remember. Work on the right formation activities at the right 
time, and you reap the most benefit educationally. Second, we shouldn’t be anxious to move ahead. Moving 
ahead may actually slow us down in terms of our ultimate goals. So, in determining what to concentrate on in 
your curriculum, don’t be too anxious to move ahead to the next stage.  
 

- Taken from a Classical Education talk given by Laura Berquist in 2010  

Claire Y. - Grade 11 

St. Thomas on Education 
 

“Thus, the aim of the philosophers was principally that, through everything that they consid-
ered in [their study of] things, they might arrive at a knowledge of first causes. Accordingly, 
they placed the science of first causes, reserving it for the mature part of their life.  First they 
began with logic, which deals with the method of the sciences. Next they proceeded to mathe-
matics, which even children can have the capacity for. Third, to natural philosophy,  which 
requires time for experience. Fourth to moral philosophy, which young people are not ready for. 
And last they turned to the study of divine science, which treats the first causes of beings.” 
 ~ St. Thomas Aquinas from the Commentary on the Book of Causes 
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It is our hope that in college, your child will study the liberal arts in their 
perfection (the Trivium: Grammar, Rhetoric, and Logic and the 
Quadrivium: Arithmetic, Geometry, Music and Astronomy), the sciences 
to which they are ordered, such as the Physics (the study of nature), the 
study of the soul (De Anima), the Ethics and Politics, then natural theology 
(Metaphysics) and ultimately Sacred Theology. Before the student gets to 
this level, though, he prepares for these disciplines, by developing his 
power of making images, his habits of thought, and by doing the begin-
ning of every one of the liberal arts.  
 

All learning is cyclical. We learn first on an introductory level and then we 
come back to the same objects at a deeper level. This is easiest to see, I 
think, in mathematics. When one first masters counting, the very next 
step is to learn the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division) with respect to whole numbers. The rest of one’s mathe-
matical career is spent learning the power of those operations.  One adds, 
subtracts, multiplies and divides fractions, then decimals and percents, 

then algebraic expressions, then trigonometric functions and then he uses them in calculus. This process is 
clearly a deepening of one’s understanding of what is first learned on a very simple level.  
 

We follow the same process in every field, including the liberal arts and sciences. What young children do, if 
those who direct them are knowledgeable of the ends of education, are exercises that will prepare their 
minds and hearts for the deepest level of natural, and, finally, supernatural, knowledge.  
 

It is my view that in the earliest years one helps the student strengthen and make docile his imagination by 
exercises in observation, memorization and sequential ordering. One does this with a matter that also pre-
pares the mind and heart for those later deep truths. At this level children make their acquaintance with sal-
vation history, something they will study all their lives. They also are introduced to the good and the beauti-
ful in many areas, as a preparation for the true, as such, later on. (See my introduction to The Harp and Lau-
rel Wreath where I explore this theme.) They learn the basis of all arithmetic, develop an acquaintance with 
the geometric figures, are exposed to great music, and study God’s effects in nature, including in the heav-
ens. These are the beginnings of the arts of the Quadrivium. They learn the basis of all language arts, reading 
and writing, which constitutes the beginning of the Trivium.  
 

As the student matures, he continues to perfect these methods and subjects; he keeps coming back to them 
at a deeper level, developing his habits of thought. For example, in language arts preparation one is clearly 
preparing for the Trivium done in its fullness. The Trivium, as we have noted, consists of the arts of grammar, 
logic and rhetoric. It is worth also noting that all of these have to do with speech in some way or another. 
Grammar is concerned with the construction of the sentence, and its principles are the ways of signifying that 
determine the parts of speech. Logic concerns the common method of procedure in all the sciences, and 
principally considers definition and reasoning, both of which are carried on through speech. Rhetoric is the 
art of speaking persuasively. In all of these there is a sort of making: one makes a statement, one makes an 
argument, and one makes a speech. In every course in our curriculum we work on perfecting these first con-
nections with the arts that will lead to the sciences that will lead to natural and sacred theology.   
 

Further, young students work on argumentation, so that they can eventually use rhetoric in the service of the 
truly noble.  We teach our students to summarize, which is to order items according to importance instead of  

More About the Classical Method 

Joseph F. - Grade 12 
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chronology; we teach them to identify an argument and then construct their own arguments. We teach them 
to develop their thoughts in paragraphs, so that they can develop them later in essays and papers using the 
rhetorical modes: exposition, argumentation, description and narration.  

 
 

We explicitly, with our older children, introduce the ends of rhetoric into their regular assignments. Rhetoric 
is of three kinds: the political, the forensic and the ceremonial. The political aims at establishing whether a 
proposed course of action is expedient or inexpedient; the forensic, whether an action done was just or un-
just; and the ceremonial, whether someone deserves praise or blame. In our high school program we discuss 
and write about all three types of actions and characters. In my experience, the student in the rhetorical 
stage is interested in the high and noble, he cares about what is good and bad, and about what is blamewor-
thy and praiseworthy. So the ends of rhetoric are by nature of interest to the high school student. This is a 
very real preparation for, and participation in, the Art of Rhetoric.  
 

In the commentary of St. Thomas on Boethius’ De Trinitate, he notes that the arts of the Trivium are used to 
produce compositions, and discourses, as well as syllogisms. We work on those throughout the curriculum.  
 

We prepare for the sciences, too. We introduce our children to great literature. Through these works the stu-
dent gains a sort of experience. The great works of literature appeal to the imagination and move the affec-
tions rightly. They present or imply profoundly important views of human life and reality as a whole. Simi-
larly, the great works of history provide vicarious moral experience, a conception of human society, and an 
awareness of the greatest issues mankind faces. All of this prepares the student well to read the more diffi-
cult things, such as Plato’s Dialogues, and then the Ethics and the Politics of Aristotle, at the right time. We 
introduce our children to the arguments our Founding Fathers had regarding the nature of the republic, and 
the particular “incarnation” of the form of mixed government that was appropriate to us, in this new land.  
This is the beginning of the study of the Politics. We have the children study natural science, particularly ani-
mal behavior, as a beginning to the study of the soul. For those of us who are consciously aware of the full-
ness of the classical curriculum, there is an intentional ordering of the parts of our curricula to that curricu-
lum, so that the fullness of the classical curriculum can be achieved as excellently as possible when the time 
is right.   
 

As regards the highest object of the classical curriculum, God Himself, the end of natural and supernatural 
theology, we are preparing our children for that knowledge from the moment they are born. We do that by 
the way we live, by the example we give them of fatherhood, and of sacrificial love, and by the doctrine we 
teach them as soon as they are able to reason. All of this is their first introduction to the greatest truths, and 
to the object they will, with God’s grace, contemplate in eternity.  

 

- Taken from a Classical Education talk given by Laura Berquist in 2010 

St. Thomas on Knowing and Loving God 
 

“…the image of God may be considered in man in three ways. First, inasmuch as man possesses a natural 
aptitude for understanding and loving God; and this aptitude consists in the very nature of the mind, 
which is common to all men [thus we are all made in God’s image and likeness]. Secondly, inasmuch as man 
actually or habitually knows and loves God, though imperfectly; and this image consists in the conformity 
of grace. [So those of us who are actually knowing and loving God are more perfectly in His image and like-
ness.] Thirdly, inasmuch as man knows God actually and loves Him perfectly; and this image consists in the 
likeness of glory…..The first is found in all men, the second only in the just, the third only in the blessed.”  

 ~St Thomas Aquinas from the Summa Theologica Question 93 Article 4 
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An Overview of our Curriculum 
Religion — Our Religion program in grade school provides the student with 
knowledge of the origins of our faith, the basic tenants of the faith, and ex-
amples of heroic faith through Bible History, Catechism, the Bible, and the 
lives of the saints. In high school, we use the Father Laux series, because 
they are Thomistic and thorough in approach. They help the students under-
stand the importance of clarity when discussing matters of doctrine. We also 
use Following Christ in the World by Anne Carroll and various encyclicals to 
help students understand the relationship between reason and faith, as well 
as provide opportunities for students to apply principles learned in Father 
Laux’s texts. In middle school and high school our Religion program includes 
a variety of writing assignments appropriate to the analytical and rhetorical 
stages helping the student to cement his understanding of the faith and ar-

ticulate it in an ordered and persuasive paper. 
 

Math — Our Math program makes use of the spiral method. (The spiral method involves starting with basic con-
cepts and building on those, while constantly returning to the earlier concepts to reinforce them.) In early grade 
school we use ABeka Math which is very user friendly and provides an excellent introduction to mathematical 
concepts. In later grade school and throughout high school we use Saxon Math.  Saxon math is a tried and true 
program that utilizes the spiral method as well. The D.I.V.E into Math CDs or SaxonTeacher offer excellent assis-
tance to parents teaching the Saxon texts. We also recommend Harold Jacob’s geometry course for high school 
geometry, because it requires the students to demonstrate proofs, something very suitable for the rhetorical 
stage.  
 

English — Our English program is one of the central components of our curriculum. Our English program contains 
a variety of elements: language arts, reading, writing, spelling, editing, poetry, and grammar. In early grade 
school, we focus on exposure to beautiful literature, learning to read and write correctly, working on retelling 
skills, and memorizing poetry to increase vocabulary. The student also begins an informal study of grammar 
through language arts, using the Emma Serl texts. Throughout grade school, the student moves through daily ex-
ercises in both spelling and editing, using The Writing Road to Read-
ing along with Starting a Spelling Notebook, and various editing 
texts. In middle school, the beginning of the analytic stage, grammar 
study begins formally. We offer several grammar texts as options, 
including Basic Language Principles, Easy Grammar, Voyages in Eng-
lish, and Warriner’s English Grammar and Composition. In middle 
school and high school we use a variety of living history texts for lit-
erature to let students develop and hone their reading and compre-
hension skills. Paper topics are carefully chosen to work on skills per-
tinent to the student’s stage of development. We also continue the 
study of poetry throughout middle school and high school, moving 
to advanced, beautiful, classic poems. 
 

History & Literature — Our History & Literature Program is another central component of our curriculum. Our 
history and literature assignments are interwoven throughout the curriculum. In early grade school we focus on 
exposure to beautiful literature, while in the middle school years students use living history books to make history 
come alive and to help them develop and hone their reading and comprehension skills. In high school, students 
are carefully lead through a series of ordered paper topics in history that will lead the student from basic sum-
mary writing to writing persuasive and effective compositions.  

Mary F. - Grade 11 

Our Curriculum 
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An Overview of our Curriculum, Continued 

Our History program proceeds from what is more known to the student into 
a study of more complex things. In early grade school the student begins 
with the study of family history and moves to the study of American history. 
We begin with a study of American history based on persons through biogra-
phies, and then develop this into a more formal study of American history 
through events. In middle school, we begin an ordered study of western cul-
ture, beginning with Egyptian history and ending with United States history 
in early high school. Throughout the rest of high school, we begin a more in-
tense and developed study of history interwoven with a study of govern-
ment, which involves a consideration of the nature of man, law and virtue, 
and ends with the formation of the United States government. In these last 
three years, students are asked to consider some of the most important 
questions, such as “What is virtue?”, “What do all men desire?”, and “What 
is the end of government?” 

 
Science — Our Science program, in early grade school, encourages students to observe and marvel at God’s crea-
tion. Students use science books that facilitate this sense of wonder, as well as nature journaling and projects. In 
the middle school and high school years, students learn the necessary biology, chemistry, and physical science 
concepts they need to excel in college. We use the Concepts and Chal-
lenges series in middle school, and a combination of Milliken Press, Novare, 
and Apologia science in high school. Our courses in science not only teach 
science, but also help with student analysis of material, expository essay 
writing, research skills, hands-on learning, and reflection on the order in 
creation. 
 
Latin — Our Latin program introduces the student to the study of Latin 
gradually. In early grade school, the student learns vocabulary and Latin 
paradigms as part of the grammatical stage. In later grade school, the stu-
dent begins to use these grammatical forms in translations, which provide 
analytic practice appropriate to the analytical stage. The student is also directed to the elements common in Latin 
and English grammar, providing a solid background in the grammar of both languages. In high school, the student 
continues to expand his vocabulary, knowledge of Latin grammar, and his ability to translate, culminating in trans-
lating passages from classical authors. The Latin programs we recommend follow the traditional grammatical 
method and provide a solid preparation for both college Latin and other foreign languages.  
 
Art — Our Art program teaches students to appreciate beautiful art. In the early grades, we focus on seeing beau-
tiful pictures and the student’s ability to identify colors, forms, and artists. In the later grades, we focus on art 
comprehension, the composition of the picture, and the ability to identify schools of art. We also include a variety 
of hands on ‘how to draw’ texts to provide the student with practical application.  
 
Music — Our Music program focuses on listening to and understanding beautiful music. We provide the student 
with lists of classical music and a variety of weekly exercises ordered to comparing various musicians and identify-
ing the composer of a piece. We also encourage the student to understand the tone, composition, and the instru-
ments used in the musical pieces. We include some ‘sing-along’ texts and simple musical instruments in the ear-
lier grades and encourage students to continue with a musical instrument in the later grades.  

Union Soldier  
by David T, Grade 10 
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Graduation Requirements Graduation Requirements  

Mother of Divine Grace School offers a standard academic diploma and transcript. Graduation requires com-
pletion of 225 units (22.5 credits).  
 

Minimum Guidelines for High School Graduation 
 
English 3 years 30 units 
Math (Algebra I & Geometry) 2 years 20 units 
Social Studies (US History & Geog; US Gov & Econ; World History) 3 years  30 units 
Science (1 year lab) 2 years 20 units 
Physical Education 2 years 20 units 
Fine Arts 1 year  10 units 
Health ½ year   5 units 
Total 13½ credits 135 units 

 
The balance of credits (9) can be completed with electives or academic 
courses in the field of your choice. Mother of Divine Grace School is in-
terested in helping students acquire the art of learning. We will assist 
each student in determining his own course of study to achieve this goal. 
It is important to note that the above requirements will satisfy gradua-
tion requirements, but not the necessary college requirements. Each stu-
dent will need to check with the colleges they are interested in to ascer-
tain what courses they will need. Below is our standard college prepara-
tory program. 
 

Suggested Course of Study for the High School Years 
for students who are college-bound 

 
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
Faith & Morality Sacraments & Apol Bible Study Catholic Doctrine 
American Literature Ancient Literature Medieval Literature British Literature 
Algebra I Geometry Algebra II Advanced Math (opt’l) 
US History & Geog Ancient History & Geog Medieval History & Geog Adv Am Gov & Econ 
Earth Science (w/ lab) Natural Science (w/ lab) Biology (w/ lab) Chemistry (w/lab) 
Latin I Latin II Latin III* (optional) Health (1/2 credit) 
Grammar & Comp Art, Music, or Drama Physical Ed Physical Ed 
70 Units 70 Units 60-70 Units 55-65 Units 

 

*Students who have done Latin for several years are expected to take courses that lead to 
taking a college Latin or advanced Latin studies in Grades 11 and 12. 
 
We hope each student's goals include a desire for truth, the truth that makes man free. 
Learning should always be connected with growth in truth, or it is meaningless. We hope 
that the proposed classes will both foster that desire for truth and begin to fulfill it. If 
there is an area of study your student is interested in that was not mentioned in the pre-
ceding suggestions (e.g. Greek or modern language, Russian History, etc.) discuss it with 
us. Your curriculum should reflect your student’s interests. 

Requirements and Results 
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Our Results: 
The PSAT selection index average for the 2018 junior class was 180. The SAT average score for the 2017 sen-
ior class was: 558 Math, 617 Reading and Writing; the ACT average was 25. 

 

Mother of Divine Grace School has had students named National Merit Semi-Finalists and Finalists each 
year. There were 5 National Merit Finalists in 2018. 
 
77% of our 2017 graduating class is actively pursuing a bachelor’s degree, 5% intend to complete their edu-
cation at community college, 1% are entering religious life, 1% are entering the military and 12% are working 
or discerning future plans. Many of our students have received partial or full tuition scholarships to the col-
leges of their choice. The class of 2017 was offered over $6,500,000.00 in scholarships.  
 
Mother of Divine Grace School’s graduates have pursued degrees in a variety of fields, including Aerospace 
Engineering, Accounting, Applied Science, Architecture, Art History, Biology, Business, Classical Ballet, Civil 
Engineering, Computer Engineering, Computer Science, Creative Writing, Criminal Justice (including intern-
ships with the FBI), Dental Hygiene, Dietetics, Drama, Economics, Electrical Engineering, Elementary Educa-
tion, Engineering, English, Environmental Engineering, Fine Arts, Forensics, International Business, Interna-
tional Relations, Journalism, Liberal Arts, Literature, Marine Biology, Marketing, Math, Mechanical Engineer-
ing, Music, Music Production & Recording Technology, Musical Theatre, Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Or-
gan Performance, Pharmacology, Physical Therapy, Political Science, Philosophy, Pre-Med, Psychology,    
Public Relations, Radiography, Religious Studies, Social Work, Special Education, Theatre, Theology, Violin 
Performance, Visual Communications, Vocal Performance, Web Design, and many more.  

 
See our website: modg.org/students/graduates for more information. 

Ave Maria University  

Baldwin Wallace University  

Belmont Abbey  

Benedictine College  

Case Western Reserve University  

Catholic University of America  

Carnegie Mellon – School of Computer Science  

Christendom College 

Creighton University  

Dartmouth College  

Drexel University  

Elmira College  

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 

Franciscan University of Steubenville  

Georgia Institute of Technology  

Georgetown University  

Gonzaga University  

Hamilton College  

Kettering University  

Manhattan College  

Massachusetts Institute of Technology  

Miami University (OH)  

Milwaukee School of Engineering  

 

Mt St Mary’s College (CA)  

Northwestern University – Medill School of 

Journalism  

Oberlin Conservatory  

The Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins 

University  

Pepperdine University  

Penn State University – University Park  

Providence College  

Purdue University  

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute  

Rice University  

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology  

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey  

Savannah College of Art & Design  

Seattle University  

St Anselm College  

St Louis University  

St Mary-of-the-Woods College  

Stanford University  

Stevens Institute of Technology  

Texas A&M University  

Thomas Aquinas College  

 

United States Air Force Academy  

United States Coast Guard Academy  

United States Merchant Marine Academy  

United States Military Academy, West Point  

United States Naval Academy  

University of California – Berkeley  

University of California – Irvine  

University of California – Los Angeles  

University of Dallas  

University of Mary Washington  

University of Nebraska – Lincoln  

University of Notre Dame  

University of Pennsylvania  

University of Pittsburg  

University of Portland  

University of San Diego  

University of Southern California  

Vanderbilt University  

Villanova University  

Virginia Military Institute  

Washington and Lee University  

Wyoming Catholic College 

 

 

See our website: modg.org/students/graduates for a more complete list. 

Colleges where Our Students have been Accepted 
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Beginning Enrollment  
The enrollment process can be done online; visit modg.org and enroll here, under the “Enroll Online” banner. 
To see information on the cost of enrollment, see our Pricing Breakdown page on our public site: modg.org/
enrollment/pricingbreakdown  

We do accept enrollments throughout the year; however, please note that our enrollment is limited. To see 
specific dates for new enrollment, check our public site enrollment page: modg.org/enrollment 

The Enrollment Process  
Once we receive your enrollment application, you will receive an email confirmation that we have received 
your form. We will contact you within a few weeks via email to notify you if we have been able to accept 
your enrollment.  

Upon acceptance, you will be assigned a consultant. In your acceptance email, we will give you access to your 
family site. Once you log in to this site, you will find your consultant’s contact information, as well as your 
entrance assessments, on the home page. Have your students complete the assessments and send them to 
your consultant. 

Meeting With Your Consultant  
Your consultant will set up a time for your 
first consultation. Based on the assessments 
and her conversation with you, your consult-
ant will help you tailor our curriculum to your 
student’s needs and interests. If you are un-
sure of your student’s grade level, your con-
sultant will help you determine where to 
place your student during this call.  

After you and your consultant have deter-
mined where to place each student, in each 
of their subjects, you will be responsible for 
purchasing all of their books and materials. 

Your consultant can suggest resources for the texts you need. Many of our books and materials are available 
in our bookstore (books.modg.org), and enrolled families receive a discount!  

The School Year 
Our official school year starts on September 1st and ends on May 30th. Families can start or finish ahead or 
behind these dates, but you must discuss this with your consultant. 

Regarding the submission of school work, if you are doing our Basic Program, then you would be schooling 
your student with the guidance and help of the consultant in your meetings with her throughout the year.  

Students also submit specific assignments throughout the year via the family site. Depending on the grade 
level of the student, the amount of this work will vary. Some of these will be tests to be taken online, while 
others will be assignments selected from the daily work.  

Your consultant will review these assignments; she will use them to set goals for further academic progress, 
to verify grades, and will discuss the results with the parent.  

 

Mother of Divine Grace School’s Enrollment Process 

Blue Mountains 
by Juliana H. -Grade 9 

https://www.motherofdivinegrace.org/enrollment
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Total Families  1793 
New Families  370 
Reenrolled Families  1423 

Total Students  4633 
(Statistics for 2018-2019 academic year) 

 

MODG makes Catholic,                          
Classical Education a reality for       
hundreds of families each year. 

Throughout the remainder of the school year, you would also be grading your children’s work, and then you 
would submit a “parental grade report form” to the consultant, showing her the grades you have been giving. 
Your consultant will be happy to give you advice on how to grade your student’s assignments. Your consult-
ant will record your grades, alongside the assessment assignments you send. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Monet's Poppies                                                                            

by Sophia C. -Grade 9 

Bookstore 
 

MODG sells copies of our syllabi, as well as many of the essential books used in our syllabi. Both enrolled 
and non-enrolled families can purchase these items from MODG's online bookstore: books.modg.org       
Enrolled families receive a discount on syllabi and books, but must log-in to their family account in order to 
get the discount.  

What’s New For MODG 

Change in School Status to Non-Profit 
 
As of the end of the 2018-2019 school year, MODG is transitioning to a non-profit school! We are very ex-
cited about this change, as we believe it will allow us to help many more families achieve the goal of school-
ing their children with a Catholic and classical methodology. This process is still being finalized through the 
proper channels, and we will share more with you when it is fully accomplished. 
 

Graduation 
 
We have been so thrilled to have Graduation Ceremonies the past several years here in California! We have 
hosted many of our graduates for special festivities celebrating their achievements at our offices in Ojai and 
at Thomas Aquinas College in Santa Paula. Each year about 50 graduates journey from all over the world to 
be with us, and we are hoping to add a second graduation location within the US soon! 
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How to Contact Us 
Phone: (805) 646-5818 (Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 AM-4:00 PM Pacific Time) 
Fax: (805) 646-9921 
Mailing Address: 407 Bryant Circle, Suite C, Ojai, CA  93023 
Web-site: www.modg.org 

Check out our Pre-K books at books.modg.org 

 

Pre-K 
 

The Pre-K curriculum is gentle by design. It is set up to be completed over one year or two years depending 
on the student’s ability and interest. Preschool students in a homeschool situation naturally have a wonder-
ful advantage. They participate in the life of a family. They play “kitchen”, measure rice and move cereal from 
one bowl to another, they pour water, stir an ice cube with a spoon, listen to conversations around them, 
and create while they play. They learn to follow directions and work on motor control with some of the activ-
ity lists we have for students. They are all gentle and doable for the busy homeschooling mother.  
 

The formal schooling component consists of: 
 
 Presenting good role models and heroic examples in the form of bible stories, saint stories, and classic 

children's literature.  
 Our gentle workbooks for writing, which help the student begin to develop fine motor control.  
 Our art program, which exposes the children to beautiful works of art, and helps develop observation 

skills.  
 The math program, which works on pre math skills such as sizes, shapes, sequences, and colors.  
 Reading, which is primarily an auditory activity. If the children can’t remember the sounds that are associ-

ated with those ‘squiggles’ on the paper they won’t be able to read. Little children should listen to chil-
dren’s songs, poems, stories, and they should learn prayers to exercise auditory skills. Listening to classi-
cal music and learning to identify the different instruments can help with auditory skills, as well. Having 
the child repeat random sequences of numbers is also a pre-reading skill, and can be fun. 

 

 


