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LIST #1: CLIMATE CLASSIFICATIONS
Climate refers to the long term conditions of a particular region’s atmosphere, such

as temperature, radiation, humidity, precipitation, and wind, all of which contribute to

geological erosion and help determine what organic life can thrive there.  Scientists have

divided climate types into a few basic categories based on the above environmental

factors.  The most general division is between terrestrial and aquatic climates, but this text

will focus only on terrestrial climates for the time being.

1. Tropical rainforest - Rainforests are distinguished from a regular forest by several

factors.  Firstly, they have taller, mostly broad-leaved trees which form a dense

canopy high above the ground level.  Some rainforests have two separate canopies

at di�erent elevations.  Moreover, rainforests usually have thick ground cover which

composes a large portion of the diverse ecosystem.  Some rainforests, especially

equatorial ones, experience high levels of precipitation.  However some, like those of

Australia, have alternate dry seasons, creating a unique ecosystem of vegetation

which can survive such extremes.

2. Tropical savanna - Tropical savannas are temperate grasslands characterized by a

distinct and extensive dry season.  It is this dry season which prevents great tree

growth which would otherwise be expected in such temperatures.

3. Tropical monsoon - Tropical monsoon regions are very similar to tropical savannas,

but have shorter dry seasons and longer wet seasons.

4. Desert - Deserts are regions which receive no more than 10 inches of precipitation

per year.  This includes both cold and hot deserts.  Especially in hot deserts, the

average evaporation rate can meet or exceed the precipitation rate, perpetuating

the climate.  Due to the lack of water, deserts have little plant and animal life, and

what little there is is specially adapted to live in such climates.

5. Steppe - Steppes are grassy plains found in semi-arid, temperate conditions.  Due to

the dryness, they have few to no trees.
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6. Humid subtropical - As the name suggests, humid subtropical regions experience

hot, humid summers.  However, they are far enough from the equator to also

experience quite cool winters.  The precipitation remains somewhat regular

throughout the year, whether in the form of rain or snow.  Deciduous forests can

often be found in these climates.

7. Marine west coast - Also known as an “oceanic” climate, the marine west coast

climate is characterized by relative stability.  It finds little variation in either

temperature or precipitation rates throughout the year.

8. Mediterranean - The reverse of some climates, a mediterranean region will

experience hot, dry summers, while a kind of “wet season” occurs in the cool winter.

9. Humid continental - A humid continental region will experience a large variation in

temperatures, with hot summers and cold winters.  With relatively stable precipitation

at high levels, such regions can be good for farming.

10.Subarctic - Also called a “continental subarctic climate,” such a climate is

characterized by the long, severe winters.  There is low humidity and little

precipitation.  If there is summer, it is short and mild.  Only strong and well adapted

plant and animal life live there.

11. Tundra - A tundra is characterized by its perpetual winter, with temperatures rarely

rising above freezing.  With relatively little precipitation, and much of that in the form

of snow, it is di�cult for animal and plant life to survive in such regions (though not

impossible).

12.Icecap - As the name suggests, an icecap climate experiences the perfect

conditions for icecaps to form and remain for extended periods.  Such regions are

only found in the Arctic and Antarctic circles.  Due to the indirect angle of sunlight,

temperatures almost never rise above freezing, and never for any extended period of

time.  What little plant and animal life survives here is specially adapted to the

climate.
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List #2: CURRENCIES
[only o�cial national currencies]

Country Currency Name

Afghanistan The Afghan afghani

Australia The Australian Dollar

Bangladesh The Bangladeshi taka

Bhutan The Bhutanese ngultrum

Brazil The “real” [plural: reais]

Canada The Canadian dollar

Chile The Chilean Peso

China The “yuan” and the “renminbi”

Costa Rica The Costa Rican “colon” (CRC)

France The euro

India The Indian rupee

Iran The Iranian rial

Iraq The Iraqi dinar

Japan The Japanese yen

Korea, North The North Korean won

Korea, South The South Korean won

[The] Maldives The Maldivian rufiyaa

Mexico The Mexican peso

Nepal The Nepalese rupee

Nigeria The Nigerian Naira

Pakistan The Pakistani rupee

Russia The Russian ruble

South Africa The South African rand

Spain The euro

Sri Lanka The Sri Lankan rupee

United Kingdom The British pound sterling

United States The United States dollar
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List #3: DEFINITIONS
1. Cartographer - A cartographer is someone who produces maps.
2. Climate - Climate refers to the long term conditions of a particular region’s atmosphere,

such as temperature, radiation, humidity, precipitation, and wind, all of which contribute to
geological erosion and help determine what organic life can thrive there.

3. Equinox - The two yearly equinoxes are the days on which the angle of the earth’s tilt
points neither towards nor away from the sun, causing the hours of day and night to be
equal. (“equi” = “equal,” “nox” = “night”)

4. Geography - Geography is the study of the physical features of the earth such as places,
environments, and geology; of people as they a�ect and are a�ected by those; and of how
all of these change over time.

5. Habitat - An animal species’ habitat is a set of environmental factors (such as specific
geological, vegetative, and climate characteristics) which are required for said species to
thrive for generations.

6. Natural Resources - A “resource” is anything which is useful to people.  A “natural
resource” refers to any naturally occurring substance, organism, or collectible which people
can use.

7. Population density - Population density refers to the average number of residents per
given small area, rather than an overall population of any political or geographical region.

8. Precipitation - Precipitation refers to any water particles which fall naturally from the sky
and reach the ground.  This includes both liquid and solid forms of water (rain, snow, ice,
hail).

9. Solstice - The solstices are the two days a year when the angle of the earth’s tilt is at its
most extreme (see the path of its orbit), and therefore the sun appears to be directly
overhead at one of the two “tropics” (23*North and 23* South).  After each solstice the sun
appears overhead at latitudes approaching, then ultimately passing, the equator until it
“reaches” the other tropic.
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List #4: DESERTS
Ten largest in the world

Name Location
Size

in Square Miles

Antarctic1 Desert Antarctica 5,500,000 m2

Arctic Desert Arctic islands, Norway, Russia 5,400,000 m2

Sahara Northern Africa 3,320,000  m2

Arabian Southwestern Asia 900,000 m2

Gobi Mongolia, Asia 500,000 m2

Kalahari Southwestern Africa 360,000 m2

Patagonian
Southern Argentina, South

America
260,000 m2

Great Victoria Western Australia 250,000 m2

Great Basin Southwestern U.S., 190,000 m2

Syrian
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Syria,

Iraq
100,00 m2

Other important deserts:

Chihuahuan Northern Mexico 175,000

Great Sandy Northwestern Australia 150,000

Atacama Desert (driest
place on earth) Northern Chile 54,000 m2

1 The Antarctic and Arctic deserts are classified as “cold” deserts.  While they do receive some precipitation in the form
of snow, it is so cold that the snow never melts, meaning that the land receives none of the benefits that rain brings.
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List #5: FLAGS (Colorized version found in Atlas)

The Dominion of Canada

The United Mexican
States

The United States
of America
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List #6: GLACIERS

Alaska

1. Among the innumerable glaciers of Alaska, the Bering Glacier stands out as not just

the largest in the state, but as the largest glacier in North America.  Located at 60°N,

143°W, the glacier stretches 126 miles to its termination in Vitus Lake, just shy of the

Gulf of Alaska.  Its significant width means that it spans almost 2,000 square miles.

Lately it has thinned, due to a warming cycle, but it still experiences periodic “surges”

of growth on occasion.

Antarctica

1. The Lambert Glacier is the world’s largest known glacier. Its primary flow stretches

a stunning 250 miles from the Antarctic interior to the Amery ice shelf on the

continent’s eastern coast.  When measured along with its several prominent outlets

and tongues, the glacier covers over 350,000 square miles.

Canada

1. The Columbia Icefield is the largest icefield in the Rocky Mountains.  It extends from

Mt. Columbia to Mt. Athabasca, spanning approximately one hundred square miles.

It is nor’-nor’-west of Waterton Glacier Park, resting on the border between Alberta

and British Columbia (almost due east of Vancouver). This continental quasi-glacier

rests on a large plateau at a high elevation.  The mountains create a moisture barrier

which causes heavy precipitation over the plateau.  Over years this snow is

compressed into a vast icefield which sustains many famous glaciers.

2. The Saskatchewan Glacier is the largest outlet of the great Columbia Icefield.  It is

located in Alberta, Canada, approximately 150 miles west-northwest of Calgary.  At

an elevation of over 6,500 feet, the glacial ice is as thick as 1,450 feet in some places.

It spans a total area of 23 square miles, although its area of e�ect is much greater.

The meltwaters drain eastward and southward, all the way to the Hudson Bay.
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3. The Athabasca Glacier is the second largest outlet of the Columbia Icefield.  It is

located almost 200 miles northwest of Calgary on the border between Alberta and

British Columbia, and just north of the Columbia Icefield (under the bend in the

border).  Being easier to access from main roads, it has been the center of more

scientific study than the Saskatchewan Glacier.  It is currently around 11.5 square

miles in area, but lately it has been retreating.  Many glaciers, throughout the

centuries, go through long phases of advance and retreat depending on the world

climate patterns.

4. The Penny Ice Cap is found on the Cumberland Peninsula of Ba�n Island in

Nunavut, Canada.  The Cumberland Peninsula is the southeastern leg of the island

(pointing towards Greenland). At approximately 2,300 square miles, it is much larger

than its western neighbor discussed above, despite the fact that it has been steadily

retreating for several decades.  The highest elevation is over 6000 feet.
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List #7: GOVERNMENTS
Country O�cial Name2 Government Type 3

Recognized by the United States
Capital City

Afghanistan Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan

The United States does not
recognize the Taliban government Kabul

Algeria People’s Democratic
Republic of Algeria Presidential republic Algiers

Argentina Argentine Republic Presidential republic Buenos Aires

Australia Commonwealth of
Australia

federal parliamentary democracy
under a constitutional monarchy;

a Commonwealth realm
Canberra

Belize Belize (changed in 1973
from British Honduras)

parliamentary democracy
(National Assembly) under a
constitutional monarchy; a

Commonwealth realm

Belmopan

Brazil Federative Republic of
Brazil federal presidential republic Brasilia

Canada Dominion of Canada

federal parliamentary democracy
(Parliament of Canada) under a

constitutional monarchy; a
Commonwealth realm; federal

and state authorities and
responsibilities regulated in

constitution

Ottawa

China People’s Republic of
China communist party-led state Beijing

Costa Rica Republic of Costa Rica presidential republic San Jose
Cuba Republic of Cuba communist state Havana
Egypt Arab Republic of Egypt presidential republic Cairo

El Salvador Republic of El Salvador presidential republic San Salvador

Ethiopia Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia federal parliamentary republic Addis Ababa

France French Republic semi-presidential republic Paris
Georgia Georgia semi-presidential republic Tbilisi

Germany Federal Republic of
Germany federal parliamentary republic Berlin

Greece Hellenic Republic parliamentary republic Athens
Guatemala Republic of Guatemala presidential republic Guatemala City

Guinea Republic of Guinea presidential republic Conakry
Honduras Republic of Honduras presidential republic Tegucigalpa

India Republic of India federal parliamentary republic New Delhi
Iran Islamic Republic of Iran theocratic republic Tehran

3 These labels, as well as the following definitions of these terms, are taken from the World Factbook

2 As indicated by the U.S. State Department
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Israel State of Israel parliamentary democracy Jerusalem

Japan Nippon Koku (Japan) parliamentary constitutional
monarchy Tokyo

Kazakhstan Republic of Kazakhstan presidential republic Nur-Sultan
Kenya Republic of Kenya presidential republic Nairobi

Korea, North Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea

dictatorship, single-party state;
o�cial state ideology of "Juche"

or "national self-reliance"
Pyongyang

Korea, South Republic of Korea presidential republic Seoul
Libya State of Libya NA (in transition) Tripoli

Mexico United Mexican States Federal Republic Mexico City

Morocco Kingdom of Morocco parliamentary constitutional
monarchy Rabat

Nicaragua Republic of Nicaragua presidential republic Managua

Nigeria Federal Republic of
Nigeria federal presidential republic Abuja

Pakistan Islamic Republic of
Pakistan federal parliamentary republic Islamabad

Panama Republic of Panama presidential republic Panama City
Peru Republic of Peru presidential republic Lima

Russia Russian Federation semi-presidential federation Moscow

Saint Kitts
and Nevis

Federation of Saint Kitts
and Nevis

federal parliamentary democracy
under a constitutional monarchy;

a Commonwealth realm
Basseterre

South Africa Republic of South Africa parliamentary republic
Pretoria (administrative),
Cape Town (legislative),
Bloemfontein (judiciary)

Spain Kingdom of Spain parliamentary constitutional
monarchy Madrid

Thailand Kingdom of Thailand constitutional monarchy Bangkok
Turkey presidential republic Ankara

United
Kingdom

United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern

Ireland

parliamentary constitutional
monarchy; a Commonwealth

realm
London

United States United States
of America constitutional federal republic Washington D.C.

[District of Columbia]

Venezuela Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela federal presidential republic Caracas

Vietnam Socialist Republic of
Vietnam communist state Hanoi

Zimbabwe Republic of Zimbabwe presidential republic Harare
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Helpful definitions of governmental structures:
Commonwealth - a nation, state, or other political entity founded on law and united by a compact of the people for
the common good.
Communist - a system of government in which the state plans and controls the economy and a single - often
authoritarian - party holds power; state controls are imposed with the elimination of private ownership of property or
capital while claiming to make progress toward a higher social order in which all goods are equally shared by the
people (i.e., a classless society).
Constitutional - a government by or operating under an authoritative document (constitution) that sets forth the
system of fundamental laws and principles that determines the nature, functions, and limits of that government.
Constitutional democracy - a form of government in which the sovereign power of the people is spelled out in a
governing constitution.
Constitutional monarchy - a system of government in which a monarch is guided by a constitution whereby his/her
rights, duties, and responsibilities are spelled out in written law or by custom.
Democracy - a form of government in which the supreme power is retained by the people, but which is usually
exercised indirectly through a system of representation and delegated authority periodically renewed.
Democratic republic - a state in which the supreme power rests in the body of citizens entitled to vote for o�cers
and representatives responsible to them.
Dictatorship - a form of government in which a ruler or small clique wields absolute power (not restricted by a
constitution or laws).
Federal (Federation) - a form of government in which sovereign power is formally divided - usually by means of a
constitution - between a central authority and a number of constituent regions (states, colonies, or provinces) so that
each region retains some management of its internal a�airs; di�ers from a confederacy in that the central
government exerts influence directly upon both individuals as well as upon the regional units.
Federal republic - a state in which the powers of the central government are restricted and in which the component
parts (states, colonies, or provinces) retain a degree of self-government; ultimate sovereign power rests with the
voters who chose their governmental representatives.
Islamic republic - a particular form of government adopted by some Muslim states; although such a state is, in
theory, a theocracy, it remains a republic, but its laws are required to be compatible with the laws of Islam.
Parliamentary democracy - a political system in which the legislature (parliament) selects the government - a
prime minister, premier, or chancellor along with the cabinet ministers - according to party strength as expressed in
elections; by this system, the government acquires a dual responsibility: to the people as well as to the parliament.
Parliamentary government (Cabinet-Parliamentary government) - a government in which members of an
executive branch (the cabinet and its leader - a prime minister, premier, or chancellor) are nominated to their positions
by a legislature or parliament, and are directly responsible to it; this type of government can be dissolved at will by the
parliament (legislature) by means of a no confidence vote or the leader of the cabinet may dissolve the parliament if it
can no longer function.
Parliamentary monarchy - a state headed by a monarch who is not actively involved in policy formation or
implementation (i.e., the exercise of sovereign powers by a monarch in a ceremonial capacity); true governmental
leadership is carried out by a cabinet and its head - a prime minister, premier, or chancellor - who are drawn from a
legislature (parliament).
Presidential4 - a system of government where the executive branch exists separately from a legislature (to which it is
generally not accountable).
Republic - a representative democracy in which the people's elected deputies (representatives), not the people
themselves, vote on legislation.
Theocracy - a form of government in which a Deity is recognized as the supreme civil ruler, but the Deity's laws are
interpreted by ecclesiastical authorities (bishops, mullahs, etc.); a government subject to religious authority.

4 Unfortunately there are several countries which were once presidential, but which have since devolved to being so
only in name.  Some nuance is required in understanding which presidencies are real and which are only nominally so.
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List #8: ISLANDS
The ten largest islands in the world:

Country Continent Size (in square miles)

Greenland North America 836,330 m²

New Guinea Asia 317,150 m²

Borneo Asia 288,869 m²

Madagascar Africa 226,756 m²

Ba�n Island North America 195,928 m²

Sumatra Asia 171,069 m²

Honshu Asia 87,992 m²

Victoria Island North America 83,896 m²

Great Britain Europe 80,823 m²

Ellesmere Island North America 75,767 m²

Other noteworthy islands:

Tasmania Australia appx. 26,000 m²

Alexander Island Antarctica 18,946 m²

Isla Grande de Tierra del
Fuego

South America 18,302 m²

Marajo South America 15,500 m²

Kangaroo Island Australia 1,701 m²
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List #9A: LAKES
These are the 9 largest lakes in the world (by surface area), followed by other relevant lakes.

Name Surface area
(in square miles)

Continent Salt or
Freshwater

Caspian Sea 149,000 .Europe5/Asia [Russia] Saltwater

Lake Superior 31,700 .North America Freshwater

Lake Victoria (Nyanza) 26,828 .Africa Freshwater

Lake Huron 23,000 .North America Freshwater

Lake Michigan 22,3000 .North America Freshwater

Lake Tanganyika 12,700 .Africa Freshwater

Lake Baikal 12,200 .[Russian] Asia Freshwater

Great Bear Lake 12,096 .North America Freshwater

Lake Malawi (Nyasa) 11,430 .Africa Freshwater

Great Slave Lake 11,030 .North America Freshwater

Lake Ladoga 6,700 .[Russian] Europe Freshwater

Lake Vostok 5,400 .Antarctica Freshwater

Lake Eyre 4,281 .Australia Salt lakebed

Lake Titicaca 3,200 .South America Freshwater

Lake Vanern 2,181 .Europe Freshwater

Lake Urmia 2,000-2,300 .Asia Saltwater

Dead Sea 394 .Asia Saltwater

O’Higgins/San Martin 390 .South America Freshwater

Sea of Galilee 64 .Asia Saltwater

Loch Ness 22 .Europe Freshwater

Lake Assal 20 .Africa Saltwater

5 While it is bordered by countries in both continents, the Caspian Sea is generally considered Europe’s largest lake by
surface area.  However, Lake Ladoga in Russia is the largest lake entirely within Europe, as well as Europe’s largest
freshwater lake.
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List 9B: The 9 Deepest lakes in the world, followed by other important lakes listed shallowest to deepest

Name
Max

Depth
(in feet)

Surface Elevation
(in feet above/below

sea level)
Location Unique Facts

Lake Eyre 5 50 ft below Australia A dry lake with occasional floods

Lake Assal 130 515 ft below Africa, Djibouti Lowest land point in Africa, 3rd lowest in the
world

Sea of Galilee 157 680 ft below Asia

Lake Victoria 270 3,720 ft above Africa Largest lake in Africa by surface area

Lake Vanern 348 144 ft above Europe

Lake Huron 750 577 ft above North America 2nd largest Great Lake

Lake Ladoga 754 16 ft above Europe (Russia) Largest lake wholly in Europe

Loch Ness 788 52 ft above Europe Largest volume of fresh water in UK

Lake Titicaca 920 12,500 ft above South America Highest lake navigable to large vessels

Lake Michigan 923 579 ft above North America 3rd largest Great Lake

Lake Superior 1,332 600 ft above North America World’s largest freshwater lake by area

Dead Sea 1,300 1,430 ft below Asia Lowest surface elevation

Great Bear Lake 1,356 610 ft below North America Largest lake entirely within Canada

Lake Manapouri 1,455 608 ft above New Zealand Deepest lake in New Zealand

Crater Lake 1,943 6,173 ft above North America Volcanic crater

Great Slave Lake 2,015 512 ft above North America Used as ice highway in winter

Lake Ysyk/Issyk Kul 2,192 5,270 above Asia Never freezes despite elevation of 5,270 feet
above sea level

Lake Malawi
(Nyasa) 2,316 1,550 ft above Africa 2nd deepest lake in Africa

O’Higgins/San
Martin Lake 2,742 820 ft above South America Deepest lake in South America

Lake Vostok6 2,950 1,640 ft below Antarctica Subglacial fresh water lake

Caspian Sea 3,360 90 ft below Europe/Asia
World’s largest lake by surface area and

volume

Lake Tanganyika 4,710 2,536 ft above Africa Deepest lake in Africa, 2nd deepest in the
world

Lake Baikal 5,315 1,496 ft above [Russian] Asia World’s 2nd largest lake by volume7 (approx.
5,500 cubic miles ); deepest lake in the world

Challenger Deep, in
the Mariana Trench 36,070 Surface is sea level Pacific Ocean

Floor Not a lake

7 The only lake with a greater volume is the Caspian Sea. So Lake Baikal would be the 1st largest lake by volume if one were only
counting freshwater lakes.

6 All facts about Lake Vostok are under some debate, as the lake lies under several thousand feet of ice, and is therefore very
di�cult to measure.
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List #10: LAND AREA
Almost all the  numbers gathered here are data published by the Food and Agriculture Organization.  The FAO’s

definition of land area in this circumstance is as follows: Land area is a country's total area, excluding area under
inland water bodies, national claims to continental shelf, and exclusive economic zones. In most cases the definition of
inland water bodies includes major rivers and lakes.
Asia: 17,212,000 square miles8 total (30.0% of the world’s land area)

The 3 largest countries (by area): The 3 smallest countries9 (by area):

1. China (3,638,898 m2)10

2. India (1,147,955 m2)

3. Kazakhstan (1,042,359 m2)

49. Singapore (273 m2)

50.  Maldives (116 m2)

51.  Macau (13 m2)

Africa: 11,508,000 square miles total (20.3% of world land area)

The 3 largest countries (by area): The 3 smallest countries (by area):

1. Algeria (919,595 m2)

2. Democratic Republic of Congo (875,313 m2)

3. Sudan (713,993 m2)

52.  Mauritius (783 m2)

53.  Sao Tome and Principe (371 m2)

54.  Seychelles (174 m2)

North America: 9,355,000 square miles total (16.3% of world land area)

The 3 largest countries (by area): The 3 smallest countries11 (by area):

1. Canada (3,814,593 m2)12

2. United States (3,531,839 m2)

3. Mexico (750,563 m2)

21. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (151 m2)

22. Grenada (131 m2)

23. Saint Kitts and Nevis (100 m2)

Additional note for workbook - Costa Rica: 19,714 square miles

12 There is some debate over the area of Canada and whether or not it is larger than the United States.
11 Not including territories or even self-governing dominions/territories.

10 The largest country in the world is actually Russia. However, since it is neither wholly in Europe, nor wholly in
Asia, it will not appear on this list of largest Asian countries, although it is much larger than China.

9 Including special administrative regions of China

8 Russia has 5,070,956  square miles of land in Asia and 1,528,965 in Europe (making the whole of Russia
6,599,921 m2, and the largest country in the world), but since it is considered a European country, it is not included
in the list of largest Asian countries.  The Asian portion is, however, included in the total land area of Asia.
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South America: 6,880,000 square miles total (12.0% of world land area)

The 3 largest countries (by area): The 3 smallest countries (by area):

1. Brazil (3,227,096 m2)

2. Argentina (1,056,642 m2)

3. Peru (494,211 m2)

10.  Guyana (76,004 m2)

11.  Uruguay (67,576 m2)

12.  Suriname (60,232 m2)

Antarctica: 5,400,000 square miles total (8.9% of world land area)

Europe: 5,365,965 square miles total (including only the European side of Russia) (6.7% of world land area)

The 3 largest countries (by area): The 3 smallest countries (by area):

1. European side of Russia13 (1,528,965 m2)

2. Ukraine (223,708 m2)

3. France (211,413 m2)

42.  San Marino (23 m2)

43.  Monaco (1 m2)

44.  Vatican City (.17 m2 or 109 acres)

Additional note for workbook - United Kingdom: 9,3410 square miles

Australia: 2,969,906 square miles total (5.2% of world land area)

The total land area only makes up approximately 29% of the world’s total surface area.  The remaining world surface
area is water, which accounts for 71% of the Earth’s total surface area.

1. Pacific Ocean:  30.5% of total surface area
2. Atlantic ocean:  20.8% of total surface area
3. Indian Ocean:  14.4 % of total surface area
4. Southern Ocean:  4% of total surface area
5. Arctic Ocean:  2.8% of total surface area

13 The Asian Side of Russia is 5,070,956 m2 making the whole of Russia 6,599,921 m2, which is more than all of
Europe.  Because the people of Russia live mostly on the European side, it is called a European country.  Thus, the total
land area of Europe includes only the European side of Russia, yet Russia is called Europe’s largest
country.  The continental land area of Asia includes the Asian side of Russia in the count.  However, Russia is not
called the largest “Asian Country” since it is considered European.  That is how this text and many others treat the
division.  However, this is not a universal practice.
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List #11: LANGUAGES
Note: While there are many languages spoken in most countries and territories, this list is limited to the o�cial national languages.
Moreover, it does not cover every country in the world.  If there are more o�cial languages than one, they are listed after commas.
Anything listed in parentheses is a related language giving context to the first.  Anything listed after a forward slash is another
name for the same language.
Key: “O�cial language, o�cial language/alternate name, o�cial language (related language to give context)”

Country Languages Country Languages Country Languages
Afghanistan Pashto, Farsi, Dari Estonia Estonian Myanmar Burmese

Albania Albanian Ethiopia Amharic, Oromo Netherlands Dutch
Algeria Arabic Finland Finish, Swedish New Zealand English, Maori

Argentina Spanish France French Nicaragua Spanish
Aruba Papiamento, Dutch Germany German Nigeria English, Hausa

Australia English, Aborginal
Dialects Ghana English, Akan, Ewee, Ga North Macedonia Macedonian (Greek)

Austria German Gibraltar English Norway Norwegian
Azerbaijan Azerbaijani (Turkish) Greece Greek, English, French Pakistan Urdu, Punjabi
Bangladesh Bengali/Bangla Greenland Greenlandic/Kalaallisut Panama Spanish

Belarus Belarusian, Russian Guatemala Spanish Paraguay Spanish, Guarani
Belgium Dutch, French, German Guinea French Peru Spanish, Quechua

Belize English, [Spanish not
o�cial, but common] Haiti French, Haitian, Creole Philippines Tagalog, English

Bolivia
36 o�cial, Spanish,

Aymara, and Quechua
most common

Honduras Spanish Poland Polish

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Bosnian, Serbian,
Croatian Hungary Hungarian Portugal Portuguese

Brazil Portuguese Iceland Icelandic Romania Romanian
Bulgaria Bulgarian India Hindi, English, Bengali Russia Russian

Canada French, English Indonesia Bahasa Indonesian Saint Kitts and
Nevis English

Chile Spanish Iran Persian/Farsi Serbia Serbian
China Cantonese, Mandarin Isle of Man Inglish, Manx Slovakia Slovak

Columbia Spanish Israel Hebrew, Arabic South Africa Sesotho, Xhosa, Zulu,
Swati, Setswana, 6 more

Costa Rica Spanish Italy Italian Spain Spanish

Croatia Croatian Jamaica English, Jamaican
patois/Creole Sudan Arabic

Cuba Spanish Japan Japanese Sweden Swedish

Cyprus Greek, Turkish Kenya English, Swahili Switzerland German, French, Italian,
Romansh

Czech
Republic Czech Korea (both) Korean Tanzania Swahili

Denmark Danish Libya Arabic Turkey Turkish, Kurdish
Djibouti French, Arabic Liechtenstein German Uganda English, Swahili

Dominican
Republic Spanish Luxembourg Luxembourgish,

German, French Ukraine Ukrainian

DR Congo French, Kituba, Lingala,
Swahili Maldives Dhivehi, Arabic United Kingdom English, Welsh

Ecuador Spanish, Quichua Malta Maltese United States No o�cial [English and
Spanish most common]

Egypt Arabic Mexico Spanish Uruguay Spanish
El Salvador Spanish Morocco Arabic, French Venezuela Spanish

Eritrea Afar, Arabic Mozambique Portuguese, Bantu Zimbabwe Shona, Ndebele, Xhosa,
13 more
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List #12A: MOUNTAINS - Highest and Lowest Points
NOTE: This list is not a list of all of the highest mountains in the world (with the exception of Mt.

Everest, which is in fact the single highest in the world). It only contains the highest mountains in each
continent, and a few other important peaks, organized by height.  It also includes the lowest point on each
of the continents, many of which are the lowest points in a lake.  All points listed here are from highest to
lowest, but remember: it is not a comprehensive list of all low points on earth.

Name Highest/lowest point’s Elevation
above or below sea level

Continent

Mount Everest 29,032 feet above Asia
Mount Aconcagua 22,831 feet above South America
Denali (also called Mt. McKinley) 20,310 feet above North America
Mount Logan 19,551 feet above North America
Kilimanjaro 19,340 feet above Africa
Mount Elbrus 18,510 feet above Europe (Russia)
Pico de Orizaba 18,491 feet above North America (Mexico)

Dykh-Tau 17,073 feet above Europe
Vinson Massif 16,055 feet above Antarctica
Jaya Peak (Mount Carstensz)14 16,024 feet above Oceania
Mont Blanc 15,771 feet above Europe (France)
Mount Whitney 14,505 feet above North America
Mount Rainier 14,411 feet above North America
Mount Toubkal 13,665 feet above Africa
Pico Da Neblina 9,888 feet above South America
Mount Olympus 9,570 feet above Europe
Mount Saint Helens 8,365 feet above North America
Mount Kosciuszko 7,310 feet above Australia
Lake Eyre 48 feet below15 Australia
Deep Lake 160 feet below Antarctica
Badwater Basin, in Death Valley 282 feet below North America
Laguna Del Carbon 344 feet below South America
Lake Assal 645 feet below Africa
The Dead Sea 2,730 feet below Asia
The Caspian Sea 3,450 feet below Europe, Asia
Lake Baikal 3,819 feet below Asia
Challenger Deep, Mariana Trench 36,201 feet below Pacific Ocean Floor

15 These measurements of deepest points below sea level within lakes are taken from adding or subtracting their
surface level to or from their max depth.

14 Mt. Carstensz is sometimes included in the modern list of the “Seven Summits” rather than Australia’s Mt. Kosciuszko.
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List 12B: MOUNTAINS - Alphabetically
This is the same list of highest/lowest points, but in alphabetical order and with the country, rather than continent,

noted beside.  The parts of the names like “lake,” “the,” and “mount” are removed from the front so that they are more
truly alphabetized.

Name Elevation above
sea level Location

Aconcagua, Mount 22,831 feet above Argentina

Assal, Lake 645 feet below Djibouti

Badwater Basin, in Death Valley 282 feet below California, U.S.

Baikal, Lake 3,819 feet below Siberia, Russia

Blanc, Mont 15,771 feet above France

Caspian Sea 3450 feet below Russia, Azerbaijan, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan

Challenger Deep, Mariana Trench 36,201 feet below Pacific Ocean, south of Guam

Dead Sea 2,730 feet below Israel

Deep Lake 160 feet below Antarctica

Denali (also called Mt. McKinley) 20,310 feet above Alaska, U.S.

Dykh-Tau 17,073 feet above Russia

Elbrus, Mount 18,510 feet above Russia

Everest, Mount 29,032 feet above Nepal

Eyre, Lake 48 feet below South Australia

Jaya Peak (Mount Carstensz) 16,024 feet above Papua, Indonesia (debated
inclusion)

Kilimanjaro 19,340 feet above Tanzania

Kosciuszko, Mount 7,310 feet above New South Wales

Laguna Del Carbon 344 feet below Argentina

Logan, Mount 19,551 feet above Canada

Olympus, Mount 9,570 feet above Greece

Pico Da Neblina 9,888 feet above Brazil

Pico De Orizaba 18,491 feet above Mexico

Rainier, Mount 14,411 feet above Washington State, U.S.

Saint Helens, Mount 8,365 feet above Washington State, U.S.

Toubkal, Mount 13,665 feet above Morocco

Vinson Massif 16,055 feet above Western Antarctica

Whitney, Mount 14,505 feet above California, U.S.
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List #13: MOUNTAIN RANGES
Information not about mountains in particular, but about a few important mountain ranges:

AFRICAN MOUNTAIN RANGES:

1. The Atlas Mountains run roughly 1,200 miles across northwestern Africa (primarily through

Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia).  The Atlas is a mixed range of fault-block and fold mountains

produced by several distinct tectonic movements.  This is demonstrated in the lack of

uniformity between the plateaus, horsts, ridges, and rift valleys.

2. The rugged Drakensberg Mountains stretch 700 miles across southeastern Africa, through

South Africa, Lesotho, Eswatini, and Mozambique.  The terraces, outcroppings, and peaks

are composed primarily of sandstone and basalt, and reach heights of up to 11,400 feet.

While there is some debate over whether these are fold or fault-block mountains, it is clear

that erosion over a long period of time has played a part in creating the deep valleys and

sharp peaks.

3. The Ethiopian Plateau is one of the more prominent examples of “plateau mountains.”  With

an overall elevation of around 10,000 feet, excepting a few prominent peaks, it provides

excellent agricultural land for both Ethiopia and Eritrea. Its eastern and western sections are

divided by the great Eastern Rift Valley.

ANTARCTIC MOUNTAIN RANGES:

1. The Transantarctic Mountains transverse the middle of the continent for 2,000 miles, from

the coast of the Weddell Sea to Cape Adare.  The highest altitudes reach 14,800 feet and

most of it is, unsurprisingly, covered in ice, with various glaciers moving through its valleys.

Because of the permanent nature of the ice, many fossils and other animal remains have

been well preserved for thousands of years, making it of extreme interest to the scientific

community.

ASIAN MOUNTAIN RANGES:

1. The Himalayan Mountain range is among the most famous in the world because it contains

many of the world’s tallest mountains.  In its southern edge can be found Mt. Everest, the
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world’s highest peak.  Stretching for approximately 1,550 miles, this range forms a barrier

between India and the Plateau of Tibet.  Interestingly, the tectonic movement which formed

these fold mountains is still progressing today, and causes significant erosion and frequent

landslides.

AUSTRALIAN MOUNTAIN RANGES:

1. The Great Dividing Range, sometimes called the “Australian Alps,” runs through

Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria.  Its highest peak, Mt. Kosciuszko (2,228 ft.), is

the highest on the continent. The average elevation throughout the range is high enough

that the peaks receive significant snowfall every year.

EUROPEAN MOUNTAIN RANGES:

1. The Alps are the longest European mountain range outside of Russia.  They are found in

Switzerland and northern Italy.  The Alps are the mountains through which Hannibal had to

drive his elephants in order to get to Italy.  They are “fold-mountains,” meaning that they

were formed from the pressure of two tectonic plates pushing against each other.  With

nowhere else to go, the earth’s crust folded, wrinkled, and warped upwards, forming what

we now know as the Alps.

2. The Ural Mountains are found in Russia.  They separate the part of Russia that belongs to

Europe from the part that belongs to Asia by a series of relatively low peaks and plateaus.

Formed on the continental divide, it is no wonder that they are largely fold-mountains

created by the pressure between the European and Asian tectonic plates.

3. The Pyrenees Mountains separate France from Spain.

4. The Caucasus Mountains are found between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea.  Mount

Elbrus is part of the Caucasus.

5. The Apennine Mountains are sometimes called the “backbone of Italy.”  They run right

down the center of Italy, out the “toe” of the boot, and into Sicily.

6. The Carpathian Mountains form a lopsided horseshoe through the Chzech Republic, across

Poland, Slovakia, Ukraine, Hungary, Romania, and the tip of Serbia.
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7. The Scandinavian Mountains run along the Norwegian coast.  They curve up over the top

of Norway and into the top of Finland.  The Scandinavian Mountains are not very tall, the

tallest being about 8,000 feet, but they are steep and snowy.

SOUTH AMERICAN MOUNTAIN RANGES:

1. The Andes Mountains make up the longest range in South America, stretching 5,500 miles

from the southernmost tip of the continent (Tierra del Fuego) to the Venezuelan coast.  The

range’s highest peak is Mt. Aconcagua, but it also contains several more of the western

hemisphere’s highest peaks.  Technically the Andes are a conglomerate of several parallel

and transverse ranges, most of which are fold mountains, and some of which are still active.

2. The Brazilian Highlands, found in central and southeastern Brazil, are a region of rolling

hills, low mountains, and two large plateaus.  With an average height of approximately 3,300

feet above sea level, they are comparable to the Guiana highlands in the northern portion of

the continent.

THE UNITED STATES MOUNTAIN RANGES:

1. The Pacific Coastal Ranges, which are actually composed of the Cascades and the Sierra

Nevada, are the furthest west of all the ranges.  The Cascades begin in Canada and extend

700 miles through Washington, Oregon, and the northern part of California.  The highest

peak in this range is Mt. Rainier, a common location among mountaineers.

2. The Sierra Nevada range, despite the name, lies mostly in California, to the east of the

Cascades.  It is one of the youngest mountain ranges, and was formed along a fault in the

Earth’s crust, which caused the “fault-block” mountains (the land on one side of the fault

slides down while the other side is pushed up when there is pressure against each other).

The mountains of both these ranges are steep, uneven, and some are quite barren

(especially further south), due to the dry climate. The Sierra Nevada is home to many

majestic peaks throughout its 400 miles, but the most notable is Mt. Whitney, the highest

peak in the United States when you exclude Alaska and Hawaii.
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3. To the east of these mountains lie the majestic Rocky Mountains. Stretching 3,000 miles

from New Mexico, through Colorado, to Canada, even into Alaska, this is the longest

mountain range in North America and second in the world.  Unsurprisingly, the Rockies are

broken into many sub-ranges, such as the Canadian Rockies, Clearwater, Medicine Bow,

Sacramento, and more. The whole range marks the United States’ east-west “Continental

Divide,” which is where two tectonic plates meet.  This meeting is also what produced the

“fold mountains.”

4. The eastern side of the U.S . has only one significant mountain range, namely the

Appalachian Mountains, which stretch roughly 2,000 miles from Newfoundland to Alabama.

This range may not have as impressively high and bold peaks as the Rockies or the Sierra’s,

but this is because it is much older.  These mountains were also formed by the collision of

two tectonic plates, but many millions of years before the Rockies.  Over time wind, rain,

vegetation, and even mere gravity have worn the mountains down so that they are not just

shorter, but much gentler slopes than those found in the west.  The roundedness is magnified

by the softening illusion which the canopy of heavy forestation creates.
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List #14: NATIONAL BIRDS AND FLOWERS

Country National Flower National Bird

Afghanistan Tulip Golden eagle

Antarctica Antarctic pearlwort
(colobanthus quitensis)

Emperor penguin

Australia Golden wattle Emu

Brazil Ipe-amarelo Bellied thrush

Canada Bunchberry Gray jay

Costa Rica Guaria morada Clay-colored thrush

China Plum blossom Red-crowned crane

France Fleur-de-lis (lily flower) Gallic rooster

India Lotus Indian peacock

Iran Water lily Common nightingale

Israel Anemone coronaria Hoopoe

Italy Rose and white lily Cisalpine Sparrow

Japan Cherry blossom Japanese green pheasant

Korea, North Magnolia sieboldii Northern goshawk

Korea, South mugunghwa Korean magpie

Mexico Dahlia Crested caracara

Nigeria Costus spectabilis Black crowned crane

Russia Chamomile [double headed] Eagle

South Africa King protea Blue crane

Spain Red Carnation Iberian imperial eagle

United Kingdom Tudor Rose European robin

United States Rose Bald eagle
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List #15: NATURAL RESOURCES

Material Description

Aluminum A light metal used in construction, electronics industries, packaging, in making
alloys for consumer durables

Bauxite An ore found in clay-ish rocks, used chiefly in the production of commercial
aluminum, but also other metallurgy and chemical industries

Cedar
wood

A member of the pine family and originally a Mediterranean wood (now also
common in Canada); used frequently in construction as well as decorative products

Chromium A gray metal; often used in manufacturing and hardening steel and other alloys;
can be highly reflectively polished for display

Coal
A highly combustible sedimentary rock formed from pressure on decomposed
organic material and other rocks; primarily burned as fuel; classed as a
nonrenewable energy

Cobalt A metal responsible for the blue hue of many ancient artifacts; now often used for
heat resistant and magnetic alloys

Cocoa
beans

Also known as Cacao beans; the fermented seed of the Theobroma cacao tree;
found in humid, equatorial regions; processed primarily for use in food products
with a heavy emphasis on candies

Co�ee
beans

The seed of a tropical evergreen plant, “Kefa,” originating in Ethiopia but now
found also in Latin America, central eastern Africa, Asia, Arabia, and Brazil;
processed by roasting and grinding; primarily for use in food products, especially
the common beverage “co�ee”

Copper A pliable metal, reddish in color; rusts easily, but a good conductor of electricity;
often used in electrical industries and in making alloys like brass, bronze, and nickel

Diamond A mineral formed by compressing and heating carbon; hardest naturally occurring
substance known; used in jewelry, sawblades, and drill heads

Gold
A dense but soft, lustrous, yellow metal; good conductor of electricity; considered
precious & does not rust easily; used in jewelry, electronic industry, and tooth
repairs

Iron ore A hard, sturdy metal, dark in color; abundant and therefore cheap; used in
construction and in making steel

Lead
A soft, dense, grayish metal; poor conductor of electricity, but rust resistant;
historically used as water pipes, now used for car batteries, ammunition, cable
sheathing, weights, and radiation protection

Limestone A sedimentary rock composed primarily of calcium carbonate; used as building
stone and in glass production
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Lumber Any harvested wood; often used for construction

Manganese A silvery white, hard, brittle metal; used in steelmaking and essential to plant
growth

Marble A metamorphic rock formed from compressed and heated limestone; used in
construction and decorative items

Natural
gas

A highly flammable gas (also called methane gas) composed primarily of methane
and ethane; used for electricity generation and some vehicle fuel

Nickel A silvery gray, hard metal, resistant to rust; used to make many alloys and coins,
and in “electroplating”

[Crude] Oil Liquid petroleum found within earth’s crust; used for fuel and processed into
chemical products

Olive oil A liquid extracted from olives; used in food preparation and preservation, textile
industries, and cosmetics

Platinum A heavy, soft, precious, silvery white metal; rust resistant; used in making alloys,
electrical contacts, & jewelry

Salt A naturally occurring crystalline mineral (NaCL or sodium chloride); necessary for
health; used as a seasoning

Sandstone A sedimentary rock used as building stone, glassmaking, computer chips, and to
line steel furnaces

Silver A white, lustrous metal; rust resistant; good conductor of electricity; used in jewelry
and electronic industries

Tungsten A strong gray metal; used for tools, steel production, and in aerospace industry due
to its high melting point

Uranium A dense, malleable, radioactive, and metallic chemical element; used for nuclear
fuels and energy production
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List #16: POPULATION
Below are the lists of the five most and five least populated independent countries of each continent.

World population - 7,874,965,825

Asia - 4,300,000,000 total

The 5 most populous countries:

1. China (1,397,897,720)

2. India (1,339,330,514)

3. Indonesia (275,122,131)

4. Pakistan (238,181,034)

5. Bangladesh (164,098,818)

The 5 least populous countries:

1. Maldives (390,700)

2. Brunei (471,103)

3. Bhutan (857,423)

4. Cyprus (1,281,506)

5. Timor-Leste (1,413,958)

Africa - 1,033,000,000 total

The 5 most populous countries:

1. Nigeria (219,463,862)

2. Ethiopia (110,871,031)

3. Egypt (106,437,241)

4. DR Congo (105,044,646)

5. Tanzania (62,092,761)

The 5 least populous  countries:

1. Seychelles (98,347)

2. Sao tome & Principe (213,948)

3. Cabo verde (589,451)

4. Western Sahara (668,862)

5. Comoros (869,601)

Europe - 733,000,000 total

The 5 most populous countries:

1. Russia (142,320,790)

2. Germany (79,903,481)

3. France (68,084,217)

4. United Kingdom (66,052,076)

5. Italy (62,390,364)

The 5 least populous countries:

1. Holy See (Vatican City) (801)

2. San Marino (34,467)

3. Monaco (39,244)

4. Liechtenstein (39,711)

5. Andorra (85, 560)
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North America - 529,000,000

The 5 most populous countries:

1. United States (332,475,723)

2. Mexico (130,207,371)

3. Canada (37,943,231)

4. Guatemala (17,422,821)

5. Cuba (11,032,343)

The 5 least populous countries:

1. Saint Kitts and Nevis (54,488)

2. Antigua and Barbuda (100,335)

3. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

(100,969)

4. Grenada (113,949)

5. Barbados (302,674)

South America - 386,000,000

The 5 most populous countries:

1. Brazil (213,445,417)

2. Columbia (50,355,650)

3. Argentina (45,864,941)

4. Peru (32,201,224)

5. Venezuela (29,069,153)

The 5 least populous countries:

1. Suriname (614,749)

2. Guyana (787,971)

3. Uruguay (3,398,239)

4. Paraguay (7,272,639)

5. Bolivia (11,758,869)

Australia - 23,000,000

Antarctica - 0
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List #17: RELIGIONS
Note: This list does not list every religion practiced in every nation, but only those prominent enough to be
important in understanding the culture of a nation.  Nor does this list account for the a�liations of 100% of
every nation.
Note: The words “Islam” and “Muslim” occur frequently and are often confused with each other.  “Islam” refers to the
religion’s name, in the same way that “Catholicism” and “Buddhism” do.  “Muslim” refers to the people of that religion,
just as one refers to a “Catholic” or a “Buddhist.”

Country: O�cial State
A�liation: Religious A�liation Demographics

Afghanistan Islam16 Almost entirely Muslim; approximately 10-15% Shia Muslim; Other
stattistics unavailable

Australia ----- 23% Roman Catholic; 13% Anglican; 16% other Christian

Canada ----- 38% Roman Catholic; 29% other Christian

Costa Rica ----- 52% Catholic; 22% Protestantism; 9% other;

China Marxist Atheism 18% Buddhist; 5% Christian; 2% Muslim; 22% folk religions

Brazil ----- 50% Catholic; 14% Atheist; 31% Evangelical

France ----- 48% Catholic; approximately 5% Muslim

Greece Greek Orthodoxy17 81-90% Greek Orthodox; 4-15% atheist; 2% Muslim

Hungary ----- 51% Roman Catholic; 16% Calvinist

India ----- 79.8% Hindu; 14.2% Muslim; 2.3% Christian; 1.7% Sikh

Iran Twelver Ja’afari Shia Islam 99.4% Shia Muslim and Sunni Muslim

Iraq Islam 97% Muslim

Israel Judaism18 75% Jewish; 18% Muslim; 2% Christian; 1.6% Druze

Japan ----- 48% Shinto; 47% Buddhist; 1.1% Christian

18 The 2019  U.S. State Department report on religious freedom states that, “In 2018, the Knesset passed the ‘Basic
Law: Israel - The Nation State of the Jewisth People.’ According to the government, that ‘law determines, among other
things, that the Land of Israel is the historical homeland of the Jewish people; the State of Israel is the nation state of
the Jewish People, in which it realizes its natural, cultural, religious, and historical right to self-determination; and
exercising the right to national self-determination in the State of Israel is unique to the Jewish People.’”   This means
that, while there is legislature providing for religious freedom, the state is not just a�liated with, but is descended
from the culture and religion of Judaism.

17 The Greek government does not mandate a state religion, but recognizes Greek Orthodoxy as the “prevailing
religion.”

16 2019 U.S. State Department report on religious freedom reports that in Afghanistan, “The constitution establishes
Islam as the state religion but stipulates followers of religions other than Islam may exercise their faith within the
limits of the law.  Conversion from Islam to another religiou is considered apostasy, which is punishable by death,
imprisonment, or confiscation of property, according to the Sunni Islam Hanafi school of jurisprudence.”
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Kazakhstan ----- 70% Sunni Hanafi Musli

Korea, North -----19 58% agnostic; 15% atheist; 13% “new religionists”; 12% folk
religionists; 1.5% Buddhist

Korea, South ----- 20% Protestant; 15% Buddhist; 8% Roman Catholic

Mexico -----20 83% Catholic; 5% Evangelical Protestant; 1.6% Pentecostal

Mongolia ----- 53% Buddhist, 3% Muslim, 2.9% Shamanist, 2.1% Christian

Nepal -----21 81.3% Hindu; 9% Buddhist; 4.4% Muslim; 1.4% Christian

Nigeria ------ Roughly 19% Muslim, 49% Christian

Pakistan Islam 96% Sunni or Shia Muslim

Poland -----22 86% Roman Catholic; 1.3% Polish Orthodox Church

Russia Russian Orthodox Church23 65% Orthodox Christian, 7% Muslim,

Spain Roman Catholicism24 66% Catholic; 11% atheist

South Africa ----- 81% Christian; 15% non-religious; 1.7% Muslim

Thailand ----- 85-95% Theravada  Buddhist; 5-10% Muslim

Turkey -----25 98% Muslim

United
Kingdom The Church of England 59% Christian; 4.8 Muslim; 25% no religious a�liation

United States ----- 25% Evangelical; 20% Catholic; 15% Mainline Protestant 1.6%
Mormon; 2% Jewish; 1% Muslim; 23% non-religious

25 The constitution defines Turkey as a secular state, but they have many laws, departements, and mandates which
promote and enable the practice of Islam.

24 While Spain’s constitution specifically states that there is no o�cial state religion, the document recognizes the
Roman Catholic Church as influential in societal development.

23 According to the 2019 U.S. State Departement’s report on religious freedom, “Russian law identifies Christianity,
Islam, Judaism, and Buddhism as the country’s four “traditional” religions and recognizes the special role of the
Russian Orthodox Church (ROC).”  Thus, the ROC is not technically a state religion, but is given political precedence.

22 While Poland has no o�cial state religion, it does o�cially have a concordat (a type of diplomatic relationship or
treaty) with the Vatican.

21 While the constitution establishes the country as a “secular state,” the only registrable religious institutions are
Buddhist monasteries.  Any religious group seeking registration of some form in order to own property and operate
must register as a “nongovernmental organization” or nonprofit organization.

20 While there is no o�cial state religion, there is a high number of violent acts against Catholic and Evangelical
clerics.  These show a heavy anti-Christian prejudice, although the government claims that they are random and not
targeted attacks.

19 While the constitution nominally provides for religious freedom, the practice does not match this statement.  A report
to the UN General Assembly stated that, “There is no freedom of expression and citizens are subject to a system of
control, surveillance, and punishment that violates their human rights.”  The U.S. State Department report on religious
freedom states that, “The government reportedly continued to deal harshly with those engaged in almost any religious
practice through executions, torture, beatings, and arrests.”
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List #18: RIVERS - Fifteen largest rivers by length

Largest rivers by length Continent Length (in miles)

Nile Africa 4,132

Amazon South America 4,000

Yangtze Asia (China) 3,915

Mississippi-Missouri North America (USA) 3,710

Yenisey-Baikal-Selenga Asia (Russia, Mongolia) 3,442

Huang He (Yellow River) Asia (China) 3,395

Ob-Irtysh Asia 3,362

Parana South America 3,032

Congo [Central] Africa 2,900

Amur-Argun Asia 2,761

Lena Asia (Russia) 2,734

Mekong Asia 2,700

Mackenzie-Slave-Peace North America (Canada) 2,635

Niger Africa 2,600

Volga Europe (Russia) 2,193

Longest rivers of other continents:

Murray River Australia 1,579

Onyx River Antarctica 19 miles (seasonal)

Largest rivers by volume:
Names Discharge (cubic meters [of water] per second)

Amazon 209,000

Congo 41,800

Orinoco 33,000

Madeira 31,200

Yangtze 30,166
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List #19: VOLCANOES

[NOT the ten tallest]

Name Location
Height

(in
feet)

Active or
Inactive Important Notes

Deception
Island

South Shetland
Islands, Antarctica 1,890 Active One of Antarctica’s two

active volcanoes

[Mt.] Erebus Ross island,
Antarctica 12,450 Active Antarctica’s tallest active

volcano

[Mt.] Fuji Tokyo, Japan 12,388 Active Japan’s tallest peak

[Mt.]
Kilimanjaro Tanzania, Africa 19,341 Inactive World’s tallest volcano

Krakatoa Rakata Island,
Indonesia 2,667 Active Loudest volcanic eruption -

1833

Mauna Loa Hawaii 13,677 Active World’s tallest active volcano

[Mt.] Sidley Antarctica 14,058 Inactive Antarctica’s tallest inactive
volcano

[Mt.] St. Helens Washington State,
U.S. 8,363 Active Most destructive U.S.

eruption of 1900s

[Mt.] Tambora Indonesia 9,350 Active World’s deadliest  volcanic
eruption - 1815

[Mt.] Terror Antarctica 10,750 Inactive —

[Mt.] Vesuvius Pompei, Italy 4,203 Active 1st recorded volcanic
eruption

Yellowstone United States — Semi-Active World’s largest supervolcano
(3 eruptions); no single peak
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List #20: WATERFALLS
The “cumulative height” of a waterfall refers to the height from the point at which the water begins

dropping,  to the “plunge pool” at the bottom.  However, some waterfalls have terraces interrupting the

water’s descent.  The “vertical drop” measures the distance that water falls uninterrupted, either losing

contact with the rock surface entirely, or only touching a rock wall with a steep enough slope to be

considered a continuation of the vertical drop.

This list is arranged by cumulative height, but includes their vertical drop heights as well.

Important Waterfalls

Name
Greatest

Uninterrupted
Vertical Drop

Cumulative
height Location Unique Aspect

Angel Falls 2,650 feet 3,212 feet Venezuela, South
America

Tallest waterfall in the
world

Tugela Falls 1,350 ft 3,110 ft Zimbabwe, Africa Tallest waterfall in Africa

Yosemite
Falls 1,430 ft 2,425 ft California, U.S., North

America

Tallest waterfall in
contiguous North
America

Sutherland
Falls 815 ft 1,904 ft New Zealand, Oceania New Zealand’s tallest

waterfall

Mardals
Falls 974 ft 1,696 ft Norway, Europe NA

Wollomombi
Falls 1,100 ft 1,580 ft New South Wales,

Australia NA

Grande
Cascade —- 1,450 France, Europe NA

Krimmler
Falls —- 1,247 ft Austria, Europe Tallest waterfall in

Austrian Alps

Victoria
Falls —- 355 Zimbabwe, Africa Africa’s largest waterfall

by volume

Chutes de
Khone —- 230 feet Laos, Asia

World’s largest waterfall
by volume (410,000
ft3/sec)
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List #21: UNIQUE ANIMALS

Name Class Average
Weight

Required
Climate/Habitat

Diet
Type

Distinctive Features &
Special Notes

African
Elephant Mammal 6,000 - 14,000

lbs
Savanna, grassland, tropical

forest Herbivor
Distinguished from Asian elephants by
the African’s larger, teardrop shaped

ears

Alpaca Mammal 130 lbs Elevated desert/marsh Herbivore Smaller, blunter faces than llamas

Alpine Ibex Mammal 155 lbs At/ below snowline in rocky
and mountainous forests Herbivore Long, backwards curved horns

American
Alligator Reptile +/-750 lbs Humid subtropical

swamps/coastlines Carnivore Broader, rounder snouts than crocodiles

American
Bison Mammal +/-1,200 lbs Savanna, grassland, steppe Herbivore Have beards and larger shoulders and

heads than bu�alo

Anaconda Reptile 550 lbs Tropical waters/coastland Carnivore A nonvenomous constrictor

Arizona
Bark
Scorpion

Invertebrate 2 oz Southwest American deserts Carnivore Most venomous scorpion in North
America

Asian
Elephant Mammal +/-9,600 lbs Tropical forest, grassland Herbivore Smaller than the African savanna

elephant

Axolotl Amphibian 2-8 oz High-altitude body of water
(Lake Xochimilco in Mexico) Carnivore Does not undergo full metamorphosis

(endangered)

Bactrian
Camel Mammal +/-1,150 lbs Asian deserts and steppes Omnivore Distinguished from other camels by its

double hump

Bald Eagle Bird 8-20 lbs Woody inland coastal areas Carnivore No longer considered endangered

Bengal
Tiger Mammal 425 lbs Swamps, grasslands, tropical

and subtropical forests Carnivore Somewhat smaller than oranger than
Siberian tigers

Blue Whale Mammal +/-150 tons Found in all oceans but Arctic Carnivore Largest living animals

Canadian
Goose Bird 4-14 lbs Lakes, ponds, marshes, bays,

fields, and wooded country Herbivore Naturally migratory: artificial
nonmigratory population developed

Eastern
Moose Mammal +/-950 lbs Boreal forests, temperate

broadleaf and mixed forests Herbivore Excellent swimmers for underwater
feeding; can live up to 20 years

Emperor
Penguin Bird 55-100 lbs Stationary ice shelves and

land ice in Antarctica Carnivore Can dive up to 22 minutes; world’s
deepest diving birds (up to 1,800 ft.);

Emu Bird 100 lbs Woodland, heath land, desert
shrub lands, sand plains Omnivore 2nd largest living bird species; can run

up to 30mph; mate for life

Ethiopian
Wolf Mammal +/-90 lbs Grasslands and elevated

heath scrub Carnivore Lives in packs but can hunt small prey
alone; endangered species

Eurasian
Lynx Mammal 40-80 lbs Boreal and deciduous forests Omnivore Europe’s 3rd largest predator

European
Tree Frog Reptile .5-3 oz

Humid forests and
grasslands, small bodies of

water
Carnivore Can adjust color from green-gray to

brown

Fischer’s
Lovebird Bird 1.5-2.5 oz

Warm grasslands,
woodlands, savannas, and

scrub forests
Omnivore Mate for life monogamously
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Giant Panda
Bear Mammal 165-250 lbs Bamboo forests (central

China)

Herbivore
(natural

carnivore)

Digestive system is carnivore, but diet
consists 90-98% of bamboo

Gila Monster Reptile 3-5 lbs Semiarid deserts, arid
grasslands Carnivore A venomous North American Lizard

Green
Iguana Reptile 3-13 lbs Tropical regions, humid

wetlands, rainforests Herbivore Produce weak, harmless venom

Indian
Rhinoceros

Mammal +/-5,000 lbs Grasslands, wetlands, and
floodplains Herbivore Similar size to white rhino, larger than

Javan rhino (& larger horn)

Jaguar Mammal +/- 300 lbs Swams, wooded regions,
scrublands, few deserts Carnivore Distinguished from leopard by spots

inside rosette pattern

Kangaroo Mammal
(marsupial) 66-154 lbs Open forests, some in

monsoonal woodlands Herbivore There are 4 primary Australian
kangaroo species

Killer Whale Mammal 5-10 tons All oceans Carnivore Prefer large prey (tuna, salmon, seals)

Kinkajou Mammal 5-15 lbs Tropical & subtropical forests Carnivore Member of the raccoon family

Koala Mammal
(marsupial) 25 lbs Australian eucalyptus forests Herbivore Diet consists solely of Eucalyptus

Llama Mammal 350 lbs Elevated Andean plateaus &
mountains Herbivore Domesticated and no longer found wild

Luna moth Insect NA Deciduous hardwood forests Herbivore Unique to North America

Maned wolf Mammal 50 lbs grasslands, forests, wetlands Omnivore Primarily nocturnal

Macaroni
penguin Bird 10 lbs Rocky coastland, ocean cli�s Carnivore

Primarily found on the Antarctic
Peninsula, subantarctic islands, and
islands o� the tip of South America

Nile
crocodile Reptile F: +/-640 lbs

M: +/-1,100 lbs

fresh/salt water, lakes, rivers,
swamps, brackish coastal

waters
Carnivore Larger than the American alligator, with

a v-shaped snout

Oryx Mammal 450 lbs Deserts and dry plains Herbivore Herd animals; type of antelope

Peruvian
anchovy Fish 2 oz Temperate saltwater; coastal

to open ocean Omnivore Primarily o� the coasts of Chile and
Peru

Piranha Fish 4 lbs Tropical rivers/streams Omnivore 20 species prevalent in Amazon River

Platypus Mammal
(monotreme) 3.5 lbs Stream and river banks of

eastern Australia Carnivore 1 of 5 mammals to lay eggs (called
monotremes)

Pu�n Bird 1.5 lbs Coastland and island cli�s Carnivore Diving birds; feed primarily on fish

Russian
sturgeon Fish +/-300 lbs Russian rivers, lakes, and

seas (Baikal, Caspian, Azov) Carnivore Can live in salt or fresh water

Saiga Mammal 80 lbs Semideserts, grasslands,
steppes, open woodlands Herbivore Type of antelope; endangered species

Sloth Mammal 9 lbs Tropical rainforests/lowlands Herbivore 2 toed species is larger than 3 toed;
Algae can grow in fur

Snow petrel Bird +/- 12 oz Pack Ice near open
water/Antarctic islands Carnivore Generally pure white with black beak

Spider
monkey Mammal 13 lbs Tropical rainforests Omnivore Long, heavily furred tail used as 5th

limb

Striped
hyena Mammal 180 lbs Semideserts, rocky

scrublands, savannas Carnivore Commonly found in Morocco, Egypt,
Tanzania, Arabian Peninsula, etc.

Tasmanian
devil

Mammal
(marsupial) 20 lbs Dry sclerophyll forests,

coastal woodlands Carnivore Native to Tasmania

Toco toucan Bird +/- 1.5 lbs Woodland, savanna, forest Omnivore Brightly colored bill ⅓ total length
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Wandering
albatross Bird 18 lbs Antarctic & subantarctic

waters and islands Carnivore Largest known wingspan at up to 11
feet

Warthog Mammal +/- 185 lbs Open woodland & savanna Omnivore Adopt aardvark built or natural burrows

Wattled
crane Bird 14 lbs Wetlands  and sub-Saharan

African countries Omnivore 2nd tallest crane species;

Weddell seal Mammal 1,000 lbs Antarctic coastland carnivore Female is larger than male

West
African
gira�e

Mammal 3,000 lbs Grasslands, open woodlands,
savannas, shrublands Herbivore Distinguished from other gira�es by

their light colored spots

White
rhinoceros Mammal 3,500 - 5,100

lbs Savannas, grasslands Herbivore Population concentrated in Kenya,
Namibia, Zimbabwe, & South Africa


